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Producing a New Generation of event ponies and teaching little  
riders to love Connemaras ~ 

BALMULLO FARM 
Richmond, VA 

  
  

Cooled 
shipped semen 
only in 2022 

$1000 stud fee, 
payable when 

booking is made 

For more infor-
mation call 

(352) 538-0125 

Or email 

balmullofarm@gmail.com 

FFOOOOTTHHIILLLLSS  FFIIEELLDD  MMAARRSSHHAALLLL  
13 year old stallion  by *Gun Smoke x Foothills Maybee by Balmullo’s Beacon ~ N/N for HWSD 

10th Place, Novice 
Division USEF 

American Eventing 
Championships 

2014 

Reserve  Champion 
BN 2013 at AEC’s 

Grand Champion In
-Hand ACPS Re-

gion IV Show 2012 

Winning at Modi-
fied and Prelim in 

2021 
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*Rosemonts Irish Abbey    1998-2021 

           

 

          

BBrreeeeddiinngg                  TTrraaiinniinngg  ooff  aallll  aaggeess  

FFooaalliinngg,,  

BBooaarrddiinngg      RReettiirreemmeenntt  

SSttoocckk  ffoorr  SSaallee  

 

 

FFooaall  CCrroopp  22002211  

                 
        RFF Sweet Dreams                            RFF Irish Abaigh                              RFF Miss Sassafrass 
(*Rosemonts Irish Abbey x *Corha’s Dream)                               (*Rosemonts Irish Abbey x Blue Rock Molly)                             (*Smaragaid Cliff X RFF The One Eye Love) 

 

Riverfront Farm LLC Breeders of Connemara’s and Thoroughbreds 

1646 Cook Road Cynthiana, KY 41031 Thomas and Fonda Eigel 859-576-4027 

Riverfrontfarmllc@gmail.com 
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From Linda Haines

Up until September 10th, we thought the ACPS annual meeting 
would be in Lexington Kentucky. We had long since passed 
the date when we could cancel without having to pay a 
whopping 80% of our contracted rooms and food. As COVID 
was overwhelming many areas and Kentucky hospitals were 
full, the Region V planning committee convinced the Hilton to 
allow us to postpone our meeting until 2022. We really wanted 
to get together but we did not want to put our members at risk 
and so, once again Zoom filled in. We were able to have many 
more members attend the virtual meeting, but it is certainly 
not as satisfying as the formal and informal conversations that 
facilitate our Connemara community culture and objectives. 
Time limits and the need to keep to a parliamentary format are 
not as friendly as I would have liked. Hopefully the meeting 
sparked some useful conversations that will continue into 2022.  
Thank you to everyone who attended and participated. 

There are many hands making the ACPS trains run smoothly. 
I want to recognize and thank some important people who 
are stepping down from long held positions. Six members 
of our Board of Governors have completed three three-year 
terms. Sarah Thrasher, Wayne Quarles, and Fonda Eigel 
were members at large. Sarah has become an integral part 
of Inspections and surely will continue to do so. We value 
her expertise and willingness to take on projects within 
that committee. Wayne Quarles serves on the Inspection 
Committee and adds wisdom to every meeting he attends. He 
continues to be needed on the committee and I hope he will 
continue to provide his knowledge and support at our meetings 
and  as a committee member. Fonda Eigel has served as Vice 
President as well as chairing the Arbitration Committee and 
has the distinction of planning the Kentucky Annual Meeting 
for three years running. There is no way we can do without 
her in multiple leadership roles, Kentucky here we come! 
We also had three Regional Governors meet their term limits 
of nine years. Deb Clinch of Region Vl has represented her 
region and took on the Achievement Awards for a few years. 

Kathy Lucas of Region X stepped down. Kathy remains an 
Inspector and has functioned in many roles for ACPS over 
the years, including President. Heather Magnam has been the 
face of Region II for a decade as both Regional Governor 
and Region Chair. She has also chaired the Promotions 
Committee, a position she will continue to fill. Heather has 
also lent her considerable technical expertise to host the last 
three BOG meetings via Zoom. 

The Internet committee has been ably chaired for many years 
by Amy Plavin. She stepped down and Sharon Jantzen stepped 
in as a new Board member, from California, to take on the 
coordination of the website. She has jumped in without missing 
a beat. Get your news and feedback to her. 
Another new Board member, Kathy Nebel (NC), will be the 
new ACPS Secretary! Marynell will continue as Registrar 
and Magazine Editor, but Kathy’s role will free Marynell up 
to focus on her two favorite jobs. Kathy came onto my  radar 
last February when she proposed a bylaws change that moved 
the geographic border of Regions lll and IV to allow more 
access for members in the western area of North Carolina to 
the regional activities of Region IV. The bylaws change was 
voted in by  email vote prior to the meeting. 
Anne Wadlow Drogula (OH) was elected as another Board 
Member at Large. Three new Regional Governors were voted in 
within the last year. Carol Kozlowski was elected from Region 
ll, Lisa Etzel from Region Vl and Robin Mercer from Region 
X. Thanks to our terrific Nominating Committee for helping 
our BOG continue to flourish with hard working members. 
Several Regions have new Region Chairs as well. Welcome 
Christine Kelton form Region ll, Max Gerdes from Region X 
and just recently appointed, Kaarin Forester from Region lX. 
These are not easy roles and I know Sally Oxnard and Donna 
Powers, our Region Chair Liaisons, will offer support to all 
our hard-working chairs. These are often the first contacts new 
Connemara owners have. Thanks again to Heather Magnam, 
Darian Hall from X and Bridget Barton from Region IX for 
their past service as region chairs.

New Hampshire has just a short coastline and we can only ride at the beach after Indigenous People’s Day and 
before Memorial Day. It can be tricky to get the tides, weather, and parking aligned, but it is worth the extra effort.  

Here’s Blue Ridge Bluebell enjoying our last beach ride. 
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Lexington, Ky. – US Equestrian is pleased to announce the launch of a newly designed membership 
tier structure to be implemented during the 2022 membership renewal season, offering more access, and expanded opportunity to 
grow equestrian sport through increased engagement. The new membership tiering will not impact the current pricing structure 
of membership categories but will adjust benefits and access allocated to each individual tier.

The move to restructure the membership tiering aligns with the next phase of the strategic plan announced in January 2020 and 
the million-member goal set by current President Tom O’Mara. The new member tiering will include three categories: 1) fans; 2) 
subscribers; and 3) competing memberships, offering an array of opportunities for enthusiasts and participants in equestrian sport.

 “The goal behind this restructure is to create a model that is enticing for new members to join USEF so we can continue to grow 
access and interest in our sport from the grass roots level all the way up through our high-performance programs,” said Tom O’Mara, 
President of US Equestrian. “With the updated tiering, we believe we will encourage individuals passionate about equestrian sport to 
join our organization as a fan at no cost or upgrade their membership to a subscriber level for $25 to experience increased benefits, 
with the ultimate goal of expanding the pool of competing members participating at our licensed competitions. We know there are 
millions of people in the U.S. with a passion for horses and want everyone to have an opportunity to be a part of US Equestrian.

The base fan experience is free and will allow individuals to learn about the benefits of USEF and sample offerings at no cost, 
encouraging interaction and connection with USEF on a free and ongoing basis. Fan members will have access to USEF Network 
livestreaming (not including On-Demand access), the Learning Center, the USEF Equestrian Weekly e-newsletter, and the Member 
Perks program. Fans will also automatically renew.  The subscriber tier of membership, available for $25 annually, will include 
exclusive on-demand and replay streaming on USEF Network, access to USEF Member Health Coverage options, and a mailed 
subscription of US Equestrian magazine while maintaining all exclusive benefits available to non-competing paying members, 
as well as access to the additional benefits offered at the fan membership level. Official Education Partners of USEF and their 
members will automatically be eligible for free Subscriber memberships

The competing memberships will remain at an annual renewal fee of $80 and receive access to all US Equestrian benefits, including 
access to the membership health coverage options, as well as live and on-demand streaming via USEF Network, the Learning 
Center, Equestrian Weekly, Member Perks incentives, and the benefit of a working framework of to ensure fair and equal organized 
sportUS Equestrian will launch the new tiers of membership at the beginning of the new competition year on December 1, 2021. 
To learn more about US Equestrian’s member benefits and programs, please visit www.usef.org/join-usef.
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At least seven of his daughters have produced purebred foals.  
Below are four examples:
1. Faithfilly, (out of Foothills Hopefilly), is owned by Donna 
Huntsman in Oregon.  Faith has competed successfully with 
junior riders in eventing, dressage and pony club, and has also 
produced 3 purebred foals of her own, including Castletown 
Johnny Come Lately (by Potiquimi Keely Shay), pictured below  

 (1992 – 2020)
2021 Winner of the Tooreen Laddie Hall of Fame award

SIRE: Aladdin (Erin Laddie x Fox Ridge Irish Lady)
DAM: Tullymor’s April Fool (Montully’s Son x Ailte 

Mhuire)
Bred by Donna Duckworth

Owned by Vanessa & Charlie Morgan, Foothills Farms/
Piedmont Connemaras

Balmullo’s Beacon

Beacon, affectionately known also as “Bubba”, was a 14.3 h 
grey purebred Connemara Stallion.
In 1995, at age 3, Balmullo’s Beacon was inspected and approved 
by the American Connemara Pony Society. The three Irish and 
two American Inspectors all praised Beacon for meeting the high 
standards required of approved Connemara stallions, including 
a wonderful disposition. He provides all the desired qualities of 
breed type while providing the show and sport market with a 
producer of brains, beauty and brawn (intelligence, grace, and 
athleticism). 
He was a successful eventer and proven sire of athletic, easily 
trainable ponies and horses for competition, breeding or pleasure.
We bought Balmullo’s Beacon as yearling from his breeder, 
Donna Duckworth. We had the honor and blessing of owning 
him until he took his last breath in mid-2020. “Bubba”, as he was 
affectionately known, knew when to breed (wearing his fuzzy 
halter) and when to behave like a gentleman, i.e. all other times. 
He can never be replaced but he lives on through over 100 1st, 
2nd, 3rd and even 4th generation progeny.
Besides his own competitive successes, which earned him the 
ACPS An Tostal Hall of Fame Trophy in 2012, I believe the 
greatest impact Balmullo’s Beacon (a.k.a Bubba) has had on 
the Connemara breed, has been the joy and successes he brings 
to owners of his offspring.  

As of 2020, Bubba has 27 registered purebred foals and sired 35 
halfbreds.   Although he left no stallion sons, his legacy is carried 
on through a dozen or more grandchildren, three of which have 
produced several high quality purebred offspring of their own.  
Trainability, rideability, athleticism and fun temperaments have 
consistently marked his offspring, and has attracted countless 
Connemara enthusiasts and new owners to the breed.

By Vanessa Morgan



11

2.Beacon’s Siobhan (out of Big Bear’s MacCushula) produced 
Bailey’s Irish Dream (by Balius Turlough), a purebred stallion, 
owned by Pat Shields.  Dreamer (above) is ACPS Approved, 
Inspected Westfalen, and is a proven producer of champion 
youngstock and sport horses for Dry Brook Farm, CT.  Siobhan 
is also the dam of Corner Oak Loch Lorian, another beloved 
eventing pony.

3.Beacon’s Piper (out of Pegeen’s Quest) had two purebred 
mares, Indian Summer’s Keelin and Indian Summer’s Kaylee, 
for Sandy McShea, and both went on to be eventing partners 
for their owners.

4. Foothills MayBee a.k.a. Bea (out of Blue Hills Erin), was 
bred to *Gun Smoke, while I still owned her, and she produced 
Arbor Lane’s Bailey and Foothills Field Marshall (a.k.a. 
Bruiser).  Bea is currently owned by Elaine Meilhan, who has 
enjoyed riding and showing her in her local riding club shows 
and events and has earned top ribbons at the ACPS Region 
III shows, including 2012 Champion.  Bea has another young 
purebred filly on the ground by Tre Awain Goldsmith. 

Beacon’s granddaughter, Bailey (out of Bea), is now owned by 
Tracy Fiona Cheevers and has had 7 purebred foals, including 
Windy Isles Quiet Kate (by *The Quietman).  Kate has won 
several high awards at the Region 4 shows and is her all-around 
“partner in crime”, according to Tracy.   Bailey also has one 
Thoroughbred cross foal.

Below L-R: Bailey (with filly, Stoney Creek Luna, by Redrock 
Blue Moon) and Bruiser, under Elliott Timmons
Beacon’s grandson, Bruiser (also out of Bea), is Donna 
Duckworth’s successful eventing stallion who has brought 
tremendous recognition to the breed under rider/trainer Elliott 
Timmons and, like his grandsire, has a dual career of competition 
and breeding.  Bruiser has over a dozen purebred get.

A few noteworthy cross-bred get of Bubba are listed below, 
starting with the easily recognized, fan favorite, Piedmont 
Herman (below left).  He is a product of a PMU rescue/
Percheron mare, Ruby, and has been owned and competed in 
eventing with Gardner Cook and dressage partner for his mom, 
Kathee, for several years.
Piedmont Sundance, a TB cross, (above right) has had a long 
and notable career, earning an Award of Excellence in Eventing, 
with the Schroeder family, primarily ridden by oldest daughter, 
Zoe.  Sunny evented through Preliminary and ran the AECs 
more than once.  He is pictured above right, with the Schroeder 
sisters, bringing along a new generation of Connemara riders.
Thank you to all of the Bubba baby owners who have made our 
breeding program worthwhile, by enjoying Beacon’s offspring, 
and to the ACPS Awards Committee for the honor of receiving 
the 2021 Tooreen Laddie perpetual trophy, the wonderful poster, 
the keeper frame and the Hall of Fame ribbon. 
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Beacon’s Cherubim Cathleen is dam of Valley Creek’s Carlin LeBeau (by Heaven’s Ridge Patrick LeBeau).  
Carla, breeder, trainer and rider, culminated her partnership with her homebred by winning the American Eventing 
Championships BN Master Amateur division in 2019:

FOOTHILLS FARMS and PIEDMONT CONNEMARAS 

N/HWSD   Available for live cover breeding 
(Tullymor’s Mountain Shadow x Tullymor’s Kiss of Sun) 

N/N  Frozen Semen Only 
2012 An Tostal  & 2021 Tooreen Laddie  

Hall of Fame Winner 
(Aladdin x Tullymor’s April Fool) 

FOOTHILLS FARMS and PIEDMONT CONNEMARAS 
HOME  OF 

Email: connemaras9@gmail.com 

Find us on Facebook @ 

Foothillsfarmsconnemaras 

 

Vanessa and Charlie Morgan 

Phone: 423-744-9071 

Cell: 423-506-6975 

Tullymor’s Mountain Steel  Balmullo’s Beacon and 

Website: www.connemaras.com 
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BBrreedd  iinn  FFrraannccee  wwiitthh  aa  ppeeddiiggrreeee  cchhoocckk  ffuullll  ooff  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  
aanndd    GGrraanndd  PPrriixx  PPoonniieess!!  

WWeessttiiddee  MMiirraahh  IIII    

((WWeessttssiiddee  MMiirraahh  ))  xx  QQuuiittaass  DDeeLLaaLLoouuee    ((DDeexxtteerr  LLeeaamm  PPoonnddii))  

GGrraannddddaamm  iiss  DDoonn  JJuuaann  VV  xx  NNaauugghhttyy  VVaann  GGrraaaaff  JJaannsshhooff..  GGrreeaatt  GGrraanndd--
ddaammss  wweerree  GGrraanndd  PPrriixx  PPoonniieess::  

NNeeiioouuii  NNiinnoonn  TTaarrttiiffuummee  aanndd  VViioolleennee  IIII..  

NN//NN          FFooaalleedd  iinn  22001122  

HIDDEN CREEK HORSES LLC  
678 491-0717 millbrow@bellsouth.net  

Facebook @hiddencreekhorses.hch  and 
www.hiddencreekhorses.com  

MMoovviinngg  UUpp  tthhee  EEvveennttiinngg  LLaaddddeerr......  

**CCoouudd’’PPookkeerr  TTaarrttiiffuummee    
““CCooooppeerr””  

SSuuppeerrbb  iinn  aallll  tthhrreeee  PPhhaasseess 
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ACPS ANNUAL MEETING REGISTRATION 
October 19th – 23rd 2022

 

LEXINGTON DOWNTOWN HILTON 

 

Coming Soon:   Group Code and Registration Link  

Registration Fees: Adult $125   Junior $35   10 & under: Free 
Meeting Registration includes:  Welcome Wine and Cheese Reception Friday night, Sat Meeting Lunch, 

 Awards Dinner, and Hospitality Room Refreshments 

 

Awards Banquet Only:      Adult $75    OR       JR. $35     OR         10 & UNDER FREE 

Name: ________________________________ Email: __________________________ Fee: __________ 

Name: ________________________________ Email: __________________________ Fee: __________ 

Name: ________________________________ Email:  __________________________ Fee: __________ 

 

Arriving: _______________ Rooming With: ______________________ Roommate Wanted: ________ 

Food Allery: ______________   Special Needs: ______________________________________ 

Make Checks Payable to:      ACPS Region V 

Mail Registration:  Bonnie Reid 1000 Fords Mill Road Versailles, KY 40383 

  859-312-4971 

Mixedbordersky@gmail.com    

 

 

 

SAVE THE NEW DATE  
ACPS Annual Meeting Lexington KY 

O  OCTOBER 19TH- 23RD 2022 
                            Come Wednesday!   Stay Sunday!  A day at Keeneland Races!   Tours Require advance 
sign up? *Limited space available!!  *Official Tours: (ALL DAY)  Thursday & Sunday!   

 

 ACPS Members - Unique Horse Farm Tours* 

Kentucky Bourbon Trail* 

Keeneland Racetrack - Kentucky Horse Park**  

Annual BOG Meeting - Awards Dinner  

Guest Speakers - Region Basket Competition 

Auction Items* - Irish Pubs**           University of KY - Garden Tour  
 *These attractions will involve a $ Cost.  More details to come! 

    ** Self-Guided & Cost 

LEXINGTON DOWNTOWN HILTON 

 

                                                     RESERVATIONS $149 PER NIGHT (EXPIRES 9/19/22)          

 

Coming Soon:   Group Code and Registration Link  
 

More Info:  Bonnie Reid 859-312-4971      Mixedbordersky@gmail.com    
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ACPS Mid-Year Meeting – Feb. 6, 2021 via ZOOM
Remarks afterwards from President, Linda Haines:
“On February 6, 2021, the Board of Governors (BOG) met 
virtually for our mid-year meeting. We had 37 members 
present! No one wants to meet on Zoom if there is a choice but 
having such a fine turnout offers benefits we would not have 
had otherwise. My calculations show that 10 of 16 At Large 
Governors participated and 8 of 10 Regional Governors were 
there. We welcomed Robin Mercer, our brand-new Regional 
governor from Region 10. We also had 8 of 10 Region Chairs. 
Committees showed up, 9 of 11 Standing Committees and 4 
out of 4 Ad Hoc Committees were represented. We also had 
members attend who had new ideas for us to consider and/or 
wanted to be included to be informed about the workings of the 
Society.  The downside, we spent the first hour on introductions 
and were all a mite glassy-eyed by adjournment three hours later. 
The consent agenda worked well for us again with BOG 
members reading and digesting mounds of reading material 
before the meeting. It was all about the ponies, so it was less a 
chore than if we sat on the Board of a Bank or another less fun 
organization. Some of the accomplishments will be spelled out 
in the pages of this magazine like approving points for virtual 
shows and adopting the Fun with Ponies category into our 
national awards program. Several Committees were appointed. 
The Internet Committee requested a member from each other 
committee to review the new website before it goes live. A 
committee was appointed to plan for the eventuality that our 
long time secretary/registrar wants to retire someday. Another 
small group is looking into reviving the ACPS Bookstore. Lisa 
Martin-Gerdes agreed to take on the project when it gets figured 
out.  Where and how do we get the books people are wanting 
to read? Donna Power is energizing the Youth Committee with 
letters and questions to our junior members and a plan to work 
in coordination with the region chairs to incorporate more junior 
activities.  We have a revised plan for our ACPS insurance 
coverage for region events, Becky Jordan will communicate 
the details to Region Chairs. In addition, a bylaws change was 
proposed to adjust the boundary between Regions 3 and 4. Kathy 
Nebel provided  an explantation. The plan will be presented 
to the membership to vote on prior to our September Annual 
Meeting which we hope will take place in person in Kentucky. 
Oh, and Lee Webster Ramensky generated the most enthusiasm 
with a new fundraiser. Everyone seemed excited about it, stay 
tuned for more information.”
Meeting called to order by Linda Haines. Introductions of 
those attending the ZOOM meeting included the following 
who answered the question, What are you thankful for in this 
year of a Pandemic: Cathy Blackmon, Kate Denton, Donna 
Duckworth, Fonda Eigel, Stephanie Fenton-Hickey, Cynthia 
Holbrook, Deb Howell, Becky Jordan, Nancy Kilcrease, Karen 
Laden, Donna Power, Wayne Quarles, Sarah McRae Thrasher,  
Heather Magnan, Suzanne Phelps, Bonnie Reid, Kay Clements, 
Laura Balding, Sue McLaughlin, Tracy Garland, and Kathy 
Lucas. Also attending were Kathy Sparks, Amy Plavin, Kate 
DeLaVega, Deb Norman, Joanie Webster, Marilyn Cheek, Sally 
Oxnard, Julie Keahey, Tracy Roettiger, Kim Gates, Katherine 
Short, Annie Balotti-Paleen, Robin Mercer, Celeste Rosquist, 

Chris Knox, Lee Webster Ramensky.
Minutes from the 2020 meeting were approved with a correction. 
Sheila Ramsey was requesting DNA reports from societies to 
use for research on breeding diversity. Cathy Blackmon moved 
the minutes be approved with that correction, Kate Denton 
seconded the motion, and all approved.
The motion to conduct the meeting using the Consent Agenda 
process was made, seconded, and approved.  The Standing 
Committee reports included in the Consent Agenda were 
Membership, President’s report, Registrar’s report, Arbitration, 
Bylaws, Inspections, Magazine, Nominating, Promotions, 
Region Chair, USEF Connemara Committee, and the Ad Hoc 
committee on Genetics (Melanoma) and Breeding Committee.
The listed reports were approved as emailed.
Finance – Report of the Treasurer – Stephanie Fenton-Hickey, 
Cathy Blackmon explained that the Profit and Loss statement 
had been sent, and that the 990 tax form had been filed with the 
IRS. She asked that all Regions submit their financial reports to 
her by May 15, 2021. The Finance committee has been working 
on changing the bank account from the Illinois bank to a Bank 
of America account. 
The Finance Committee report was accepted.
ACPS Foundation – Deb Norman reported from her car as 
she was returning from Louisiana to her farm in VA, and said, 
“thanks to the Stallion Auction of 2020, the Foundation is in 
good shape. All Scholarships have been paid, and funds have 
been allocated for the clinic organized by Tracy Garland. “ She 
added that other requests for funds for regional activities are 
welcome. And the 2021 Stallion Auction is about to take place 
thanks to Megan Harris and her committee.
Stephanie Fenton Hickey added that contributions to the 
Foundation through the USEF web site will now be separated 
from the membership fees, so an accounting can be kept.
Awards Committee – Marilyn Cheek said all is well, but 
the committee needs new volunteers. Even though it was a 
year with fewer competitions, the National Awards were still 
tabulated and presented. Those USEF awards are the Clifden, 
the McKenna, and the Horse of the Year Awards. There were 
43 ACPS Achievement Awards earned in 2020. 
A Motion was made to add an Achievement Award for Working 
Equitation. 
The motion was approved. The Policy and Procedures will be 
posted on the website.
A presentation on the new Fun With Pony award was part of the 
explanation of the pilot program, examining the broader ways 
members enjoy their Connemaras. Jenn Garrutti has volunteered 
to be the Points tabulator. Tracy Garland explained more about 
the new program, and noted that the magazine will feature 
articles about participants throughout the year.
 A motion to amend the Fun With Pony Pilot Program, to 
make it a permanent part of the Awards program was made 
and approved.
The Fun With Pony Award program will be available to all 
regions in 2021, and all were encouraged to participate. The 
award will not be included in the points used to qualify Golden 
Shamrock winners.
Internet Committee – Amy Plavin said the newly revamped 

Annual Meeting Minutes and Region Reports
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web site is about to be launched. Volunteers are needed for 
the News of the Week.
Volunteers are also sought for reading and checking every 
part of the web site – each committee needs to examine their 
section of the web site. Amy credited Kate de la Vega for much 
of the work that has been done on the update.
Youth Program – Donna Power said she is very interested in 
the Junior Members of the ACPS. She noted that the Society 
needs to insure the interest in the breed and the Society  is 
carried on, and unless its importance is made clear to them, 
it won’t matter to them personally. One of the first things she 
would like to do is pull a list of Juniors from the membership 
lists, and invite them to join, to survey their interests. The goal 
is to impress upon them how to be part of the Junior program, 
and continue through their lives. The Board replied that 
nothing was stopping her from the project, and all approved. 
Robin Mercer added that once it was found what “token” 
a Junior member might like, she would find a sponsor to 
provide that item.
Old Business – The Book store – Sally Oxnard said she has 
sent the Pat Lightbody books to Lisa Martin, but no real book 
store plan has been formulated. A committee to help figure out 
the project was appointed, and the members are Sally Oxnard, 
Joanie Webster, Patti Stalder, Lisa Martin, and Marynell Eyles.
Insurance – Becky Jordan and Cathy Blackmon explained 
the changes in the Insurance programs offered for the new 
policy for the year. Besides the structure of how the insurance 
is purchased, it was noted that a release needs to be signed 
by each attendee at each activity. Becky Jordan will provide 
more information about the plan(s) and implementation, and 
what is needed for each region’s events.
Strategic Plan Follow-Up – Liz Platais had chaired the 
committee and much progress was made in each segment. 
A Succession Plan Committee was appointed, to navigate a 
replacement for Marynell Eyles, who asked for such a plan. 
The Committee members are Cathy Blackmon, chair, Donna 
Power, Kay Clements, and Marynell Eyles.
New Business – Lee Webster Ramensky explained her idea 
for a Region X fund raiser, to help offset costs of the Region 
X Show. She presented photos of the C-4 belt designs already 
in the works, and the question that needed an answer was 
“Can I add the ACPS web site address to the belt design?” The 
answer was yes, and when the belts are sold, the C-4 company 
will contribute a percentage to the ACPS Foundation. Lee 
was thanked for her great idea, and it was heartily accepted.
Region III and IV Boundary – A proposal had been made by 
Kathy Nebel who lives in Region III, but never participates in 
their activities because the geography of North Carolina and 
Virginia borders are mountainous, and not easily navigated. 
The proposal had been published in the magazine, and 
information was published on the web site. The change would 
necessitate a By Laws change.  Donna Duckworth made a 
motion to the Board that the proposal be accepted, and the 
By Laws change to put to the Membership on the Proxy. Kate 
Denton seconded the motion, and the Board unanimously 
approved.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned 
at 3:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted:
Marynell Eyles

 
ACPS Region IVReport 2021
After having to cancel last years show it sure was fun to see 
everyone and their ponies again! This years show was at Foxboro 
Farm in Thompson Georgia. Sept 11th and 12th. Foxboro is the 
home of the Belle Meade Hunt. It’s a lovely farm with a shaded 
cross country course and is friendly for all levels. We did an 
unusual format and offered dressage, show jumping and teams 
over the outside course with each division being separate. 
Saturday evening we had a dinner and meeting. We discussed 
the money the region had and what would be a good use of it. 
We talked about contributing to juniors who would like to attend 
a clinic. Holding a clinic for our members with many wanting to 
try Working Equitation. Another idea was to hold an adult camp 
with our ponies back at Foxboro.
 Sunday was our Connemara in hand classes. Our judge 
Maureen Loughman talked through her placings and it was very 
educational. Thank you Maureen!
We had a nice turn out of ponies and riders on both days. A 
huge thank you to Elli and Micheal Niezen for running a well 
organized show on Saturday. Foxboro truly was the perfect venue 
for us and there was talk of wanting to do it there again next year. 
Kim Gates
ACPS Region 4 Chair

Christine Kelton – Region II Chair
I received my bankruptcy starter kit at the age of 10 in the form 
of a 10.2h Shetland/Chincoteague pony mare named Molly. My 
parents bought her for me on a family trip to Chincoteague Island 
in 1976. As if Molly wasn’t enough, she came with her 3 month 
old colt, Frisky. I had never so much as touched a horse before 
this and what possessed my parents to cave in and buy them 
for me is unfathomable, although to this day I remain eternally 
grateful, though a bit poorer for it. I took lessons, became a 
4-Her and Millbrook Pony Clubber, and in college at SUNY 
Geneseo I was introduced to Connemaras in the 1980s when I 
worked for a British woman who’d brought her gelding over 
from England. Hideaway Farm’s breeding operation was in full 
swing, and I was lucky to see Carol Kozlowski event Hideaway’s 
Erin Go-Bragh. I was hooked on the breed. I spent my early 
20s eventing my small Trakehner cross up to training level and 
starting Thoroughbreds for their track careers. At some point I 
couldn’t wait to work in an office with a coffee pot and a chair 
that didn’t move on its own, so I put my degree in economics 
to use and began working for a company called Wood Classics 
in Gardiner, NY. Along the way I got married, had children, and 
decided that dressage was the way to go. In the late 90s I bought 
my first Connemara, a 14.2 black gelding named Colin McDuff. 
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He was the very best. There was nothing he couldn’t do!  When I 
got tired of looking at spreadsheets and profit margins, I left my 
career and went back to school, receiving my Master’s degree 
in Second Language Education. I’m currently enjoying my 14th 
year of teaching English as a Second Language to 3-5th graders. 
These days I can be found fox hunting and having adventures 
on my third Connemara, Trout Ranch Polly Claire, who is my 
world and specializes in keeping me on my toes.

I’m thrilled to be the new Region 2 Chair. And while I have some 
ideas for ways to revitalize and enliven our widespread area, I 
welcome your thoughts. Together, we are better! For starters, I 
need some volunteers to help put together a region newsletter, 
and I would love to include some juniors in that endeavor. If you 
have a talent and would like to help with anything, or if you have 
ideas you’d like to share, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 
cckelton@gmail.com.  Thank you for your support!

Christine Kelton

Kaarin Axelsen Forester
Region 9 Chair

I’ve been a horse crazy girl since my earliest memories. I finally 
convinced my mother to get me riding lessons when I was 10, 
and to buy me my first horse when I was 12. She gave me a 
budget of $500;  I found “Jody” advertised in the Sunday paper 
for $400. She was a little Appaloosa with a short neck and legs 
and huge belly, but she more than made up for her conformation 
with her big heart, unflappable disposition, and willingness to 

try just about anything asked of her. Fast forward to 2016, when 
we were shopping for our then nine year-old daughter’s second 
pony. Her first pony had been, um, difficult, so I hoped to find a 
pony with a disposition like Jody’s. I remembered hearing about 
Connemaras as a kid and started looking for one. We found Neala 
(Gately’s Neala Finch), who was three years-old. She was wise 
beyond her years and already kid-safe, and we knew we had 
found our unicorn!
In 2018, I retired after 22 years as a criminal prosecutor and my 
husband, daughter and son and I moved to our 43 acre farm in 
Central Oregon. We have three Thoroughbreds, a Holsteiner, a 
Quarter Horse, Neala, and a stunning five month-old Connemara/
Thoroughbred colt by WH Topgun out of my Thoroughbred 
mare. We also grow hay and we stay extremely busy running the 
farm, but it’s a great lifestyle! My ultimate goal is to help bring 
the joy of Connemaras to others, and I plan to breed a couple of 
Connemara and Connemara/TB foals each year. My TB mare 
is in foal to WH Topgun for a 2022 baby, and I’m so excited to 
meet this one! 
My daughter and I attended the West Coast Connemara Show in 
June, and absolutely loved being around all of the lovely ponies 
and their people. I’ve never met a more friendly, happy and fun 
group of horse people, and I’m looking forward to contributing 
to the Connemara community in my role as Region 9 Chair.
k_axelsen@msn.com

Promotin the breed at the Devon (PA) Horse Show, were Nora Goldfarb 
and her Ridgetop Royal Locket. 



19

   

               Here Comes Jet! 

804-380-1022   www.herecomesjet.com 

What an exquisite young stallion!  Jet has a great diverse pedigree, with all 5 
foundation lines, and yet no Hazy Dawn or Abbeyleix Owen.  He is nimble, 
athletic, and correct.  SO KIND.  Next year he begins eventing with 5* competitor 
Leslie Chelstrom Lamb.  But this year – you can breed to him for $500!.  And no 
worries – he is hoof wall negative with no crème dilute.  HE IS A DOLL.   

2018 Purebred Stallion 

Hoof Wall Negative 

14h with over 8” bone 

Hard bay color 

All 5 foundation lines! 

Exquisite Temperament 

 

Day Stars Royal Legacy 

 

 

 

Residental Homes 

Commercial Properties 

Investment Real Estate 

Financing Specialists 

 

Glenmeadow 
Connemaras 

 

Promoting the Breed
Years ago when I was trying to qualify 
for a 1* Event, I was training with Mark 
Combs in Virginia.  I came to a jump 
lesson one day with a purple and pink tie 
dye pattern saddle pad. Mark said to me 
“Don’t come to a lesson with that pad 
again.”
He said,  “You never know who is 
watching.”
Kind of stunned I took heed. 
However, I kept the saddle pad.  All these 
years later my daughter took a liking to it 
and started using it. Last spring we were 
out on a casual Saturday morning hack and 
lo and behold a newspaper photographer 
noticed us on a  back road in Corinth, 
Vermont. She stopped and asked if she 
could take our picture and wrote down 
a few details. The following day we 
received many phone calls saying we were 
on the front page of the local newspaper. 
Hah! Mark was right.
It’s plain to see -  the point is when you are out on your pony 
competing, trail riding, camping or whatever,  use a Connemara 
saddle pad. Region III ACPS store has great quality pads and attire. 
Recently, I took four ponies to an all day foliage ride. Two ponies 
had “Connemaras do it all “ saddle pads and all the riders had ACPS 
long sleeve T-shirts that Linda Trimper kindly mailed to us at my 
last minute request. 

People noticed and commented. Mid-day we stopped for lunch 
with the ponies and many people said, “There are those adorable 
Connemaras!” 
Promotion comes in all forms. The best form is seeing the ponies in 
action. Get out there and show them off. They are worthy!

-Sarah McRae Thrasher
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A Champion Stallion from 
Champion European Lines 
successfully passing it on

*Smaragaid Cliff
(Munkholm Cobbergate x Shamrock 

Bright Roxanne) 14.3h, brown

• ACPS Premium Stallion
• Two ACPS Gold Medallions
• USDF & All-Breeds Champion
• USEF Leading Eventing & 
   Dressage Sire, HOTY
• German Golden Medal Winner
• HWSD N/N; no grey, dilute genes

The Proof is in his Progeny
Karen Laden

http://www.kingswellconnemaras.com/

Visit Cliff on Facebook at
Kingswell Connemaras
719-495-3892

Connemaras   Eventing

New Song’s Fredom (*Smaragaid Cliff x Wildwych Lucy) ridden 
by Emma Sletten competing in Open Novice at Moqui Meadows 

Horse Trials, Johnstown, Colorado. (Kathleen Bryan Photo)

Aluinn Denmark (Aladdin’s Denver x *Patty’s Meredith) and Sydney Schoenbeck have become 
partners on their way up the Eventing ladder, shown here at a recognized event in Vermont.
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If You’re Looking for a stallion that produces athletes ~
Look no further than Aluinn Durango by Aladdin’s Denver 
out of *Patty’s Meredith. 
Bay       14.3h       N/N        9 1/2” bone   ACPS Approved

NORTHERN 
CONNEMARAS
Sarah McRae Thrasher
mcraethrasher @yahoo.com
(802) 522-7110
Live cover or cooled shipped semen
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An account of the 2021 ACPS Region IV Show, as reported by 
Vanessa Morgan

What a wonderfully, memorable 2021 Region IV show!  This year 
the show venue was Foxboro Fam in Thomson, GA.  Foxboro is 
the hunt stables for the Belle Meade Hunt Club.  I was so blessed 
to be there, reuniting with long-time friends and making new 
ones.  I brought my 12 year old granddaughter, Skylan Nelson; 
this was her first Connemara show, which she has been looking 
forward to all year. Sky is one of our next generation Connemara 
torchbearers; she came to see all the lovely ponies, meet the Belle 
Meade hounds and compete her leased pony, Elderglen’s Iriel.  
This show provided Sky the opportunity to ride a dressage test, a 
jumping course jumping, and most exciting of all, jump an outside 
course (more about that below), so essentially, do her first 3-phase.  
Also in our small Tennessee caravan was my one-and-only 
student, Krista Hughey, who many of you know from Facebook.  
Kris has been riding my Connemaras for a few years now and this 
show was her first opportunity to put faces to the many names 
she has conversed with about Connemaras on Facebook.  Also 
representing Foothills Farms was new Connemara enthusiast 
Megahn Estes, who came for the fun of spectating, meeting more 
Connemaras, and grooming for Kris.

We planned to arrive early Friday afternoon, giving ourselves 
plenty of wiggle room, since we were hauling from Tennessee 
and travelling through Atlanta.  Fortunately we arrived in plenty 
of time to settle in well before dark.  As the vehicles and trailers 
rolled in, I peeking inside the trucks and stalls to see who I already 
knew and what new friends were there to meet.  I certainly enjoyed 
the warm reunions, recalling past adventures, and catching up 
on life.  It was fun to see Alicia Daily, formerly of Cady O’Daly 
Farm, pulling in on Friday.  She brought her lovely Connemara 
cross to show, and with help from her husband, they set up a tent 

to display her Hand-On pottery for sale, which she also created 
for the highly coveted show awards.  We are certainly delighted 
to welcome Alicia to Region 4.

Foxboro Farm offered camping hook-ups, which Sky and I, along 
with a handful of others, took advantage of.  Once we unloaded, 
allowed the ponies a rest from their trailer ride and hooking up the 
trailer to camp, we decided to tack up and go for a hack around 
the grounds to see where the fun was to be had the next day.  To 
our great pleasure, everything on the grounds was open.  We were 
able to ride anywhere we wanted, including the jump course, 
dressage arena, warm-up arenas and the natural obstacles/cross-
country jumps around the grounds.  Owner/host, Epp Wilson, 

Region IV Connemara Show

encouraged us to take advantage of the many Foxboro trails, 
which was very kind, but on Friday we decided to stick to the 
areas where the show would be, as to not overwhelm ourselves 
to start the weekend.  
After the locals and hotel stayers left for the evening, Stable 
Manager, Lee Ann Carson,  visited awhile, offerring her 
hospitality, discussing fun things like pony club, foxhunting, 
the Olympics, and inviting us to come back to ride and hunt 
at Foxboro in the future.  She made us feel quite welcome, as 
did everyone we had encountered so far.  Off to a great start.

Carla Jimmerson on Tag You’re It

Saturday morning brought out the dressage riders to kick off 
the show.  The arena was a home-style arena of nice sand

 complete with some grass in the middle, which we wondered 
if it might distract our ponies who, inspite of their girth, think 
they are always starving.  It didn’t, but it could have been a good 
excuse for some of us for whom dressage is a rite of passage.  
The challenge for us was that it was set-up as a large (20 x 
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60) arena, so we had a bit of a time figuring out how far out the 
middle 20 meter circle should go.  It was a learning opportunity; 
we will be better prepared next time.  The Judge was wonderful 
to come out of her post to provide feedback to each rider after 
their test, which I find truly kind and immensly helpful.  Sky rode 
Elderglen’s Iriel in their first judged dressage test, Intro B.  It was 
a super experience for both of them, earning a respectable score.  
Kris rode the one class she entered on Foothills River Queen, also 
Intro B.  Theirs was a very pleasant test, but an unfortunate and 
funny blooper kept her out of the ribbons.  You’ll need to check 
out her facebook post to learn more about that (or message her). 
After dressage, it was on to the jumper classes.  The course was 
nicely set up in a grassy field with slightly varying terrain, perfect 
for a fun go’round.  Show jumping is Iriel’s forte and this was 
Sky’s first try riding a full course at a show.  Being the .85m pony 
jumper champion in FL last winter, Sky’s challenge was to try to 
keep Iriel at a trot over the foot high jumps.  Fat chance of that 
happening.  It was actually a really great round for them, but a 
steering issue faced them with an extra jump between number 11 
and 12, so they put in an unlucky 13th jump, causing elimination, 
but all 13 jumps were very nicely executed, so “well done” to 
Skylan.  For a while, I thought that Stephanie Fenton-Hickey was 
going to pilot her homebred, George, around the jumper course, 
but her rider, Jennifer, showed up and rode two wonderful rounds, 
earning the Connemara Jumper Championship.

The final ridden classes were the “Pairs Over The Outside 
Course”.  It was wonderful and absolutely the best way to initiate 
Sky and Iriel in the feel of cross-country jumping. We didn’t have 
a partner signed up to go out with Sky, but no worries.  Organizer 
Elli very kindly paired up Skylan with an experienced lovely 
young lady, Neilly Dozier, which gave Sky the boost of confience 
she needed to go around, and ultimately earned Sky and Iriel the 
Outside Course Connemara Championship.
Sky had been looking forward to going out with the Belle Meade 
hounds after the show on Saturday.  Since the hunt wasn’t taking 
them out that afternoon, Master Epp and his wife, Judith, offered 
to lead us for a trail ride through hunt territory.  I started out riding 
Queen, expecting to go for an easy walk-trot hack, and Sky started 
out with Iriel.  However, when part of the group went down the 

jumping lane, Iriel thought that looked like great fun and became 
a handful for Sky. The solution was to swap ponies, so Sky got on 
Queen, and I mounted Iriel.  After this, we split off into 2 groups 
and Judith took Sky for a wonderful ride on Queen while I joined 
Master Epp and the others on a lark equal to second flight.  I have 
never jumped in the hunt field before, having only ever ridden 3rd 
flight, but this feisty little pony under me was having too much fun 
to stop her.  I was glad to have a huge Percheron rump in front of 
me to help keep Iriel from passing the others in the group.  Funny 
story later told to me by Judith:  I had introduced myself, Sky and 
both our ponies to Master Epp at the beginning of our ride, pointing 
out that Queen was 28 years young.  Judith later told me that Master 
Epp remarked that he had not realized that Sky and I swapped 
ponies; upon learning this, he said that had he known, he would 
not have gone so slow. Goodness!  I’m glad he did not realize I was 
mounted on a 15-year-old pocket rocket.  At 3-plus hands shorter 
than the horses in front of her, she was already going at a gallop.  
I had a blast and a huge smile plastered on my face the rest of the 
evening.  I am so grateful to the Wilsons for their graciousness.  
At just about dusk, we returned to the barn to cool-out our ponies.  
After tucking them away for the night, we headed on down to the 
main barn where the regional meeting was just concluding.  I missed 
most of the discussion but did hear Stephanie report that our treasury 
is healthy.  There was some discussion on how to best utilize the 
funds for the good of our regional ACPS members.  A couple ideas 
included a regional youth scholarship to attend clinics or such, or 
possibly coming back to Foxboro for an adult camp.  Both great 
ideas, in my opinion.  Although the dinner had concluded, I was 
so happy to find just enough delicious lasagna left that Martin 
Gates had prepared for all in attendance.  Our In-Hand Judge, and 
most recent ACPS Crestwood Service Award recipient, Maureen 
Loughman-Abel, joined us for fellowship and we were also treated 
to a very entertaining poem about the thrill and excitement of 
foxhunting, theatrically recited by Master Epp.  The silent auction 
was now underway, so of course we all placed a few bids, then bid 
goodnight to rest up for the next day’s classes.
The show on Sunday included the typical Connemara in-hand 
classes with the addition of an open sport pony and an open sport 
horse class.  Judge Maureen was kind enough to explain her 
selection of the winners for each class.  The turnout was smaller 

Kim Gates, show organizer, on her Tully Wind Pairs over the outside course was a fun class for all
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ACPS Region III Show 

*Kays Moonlight was imported from Ireland 
in 2018. Registered Class 1 with CPBS in 
Ireland and ACPS in the U.S Great 
temperament! Anyone can ride him, he can go 
alone or with other horses.

*Kays Moonlight is 14.3h, is a N/N on hoof 
separation, he is homozygous grey, currently 
eventing at Beginner Novice and will start 
Novice next season.

Stud fee is $750 shipped cooled. 

Ken Campbell • 360-710-1734
www.tanzenwillowfarm.com

campbells@tanzenwillowfarm.com

THURMAN FARM 
PO BOX 472 

BERRYVILLE, VA 22611 

BJB@thurmanfarms.com 

540-931-2983 

540-955-1215 
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*Kays Moonlight was imported from Ireland 
in 2018. Registered Class 1 with CPBS in 
Ireland and ACPS in the U.S Great 
temperament! Anyone can ride him, he can go 
alone or with other horses.

*Kays Moonlight is 14.3h, is a N/N on hoof 
separation, he is homozygous grey, currently 
eventing at Beginner Novice and will start 
Novice next season.

Stud fee is $750 shipped cooled. 

Ken Campbell • 360-710-1734
www.tanzenwillowfarm.com

campbells@tanzenwillowfarm.com
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than the most recent past years, but considering the coronavirus 
outbreak of 2020, it was terrific to have the show again. 
 I have always appreciated the relaxed, fun, open and inviting, 
smaller shows, just like the regional shows we had decades ago.  
Deb Shade, another ACPS Region IV transplant, came to meet 
her new regional Connemara mates, which was lovely of her, 
and Connemara owner Kristen Clark Sealey volunteered her 
photography talents to capture the beautiful ponies, so nicely 
turned out for their classes.
After the classes concluded, we paid for our winning final silent 
auction bids and started packing up to head home.  But before 
we loaded our ponies, a few of us who had expressed interest 
were treated to the most wonderful tour of the Belle Meade 
kennels.  Judith took a truckload of us over the kennels where 
we watched the hounds come out for their daily exercise.  As 
the hounds left the kennels and headed on their trek, Judith gave 
us the grand tour of the wonderful kennel and all it’s features as 
well as the club house.  When the pack happily returned into the 
kennel, we were allowed to go inside to meet these very sweet 
and happy hounds.  It was fascinating to learn about how the 
kennel operates and the hounds were so fun to watch and be 
around.  We had so much fun.  I cannot thank Judith enough for 
taking the time to guide us so wonderfully through the kennel 
and all the information about the hunt that she shared.
l
Also, huge thanks to our Regional Chair Kim Gates and Chef 
Martin Gates, for organizing the show and feeding us, Bay 
of Plenty’s Elli and Michael Niezen for running the show on 
Saturday, Wilkes County Veterinary Service and Caitlin Quinn, 
DVM, for being on-site Saturday and a supported the show, 
Maureen Loughman-Able for judging the In-Hand classes on 
Sunday, Boots Plyler for organizing the silent auction, Alicia 
Daily for making our treasured trophies, tireless treasurer 

Stephanie Swerdloff Fenton Hickey and EVERYONE who 
participated in any way!  And of course, many thanks to venue 
hosts Epp and Judith Wilson for their hospitality and wonderful 
facilities.
It was such a treat to be able to show with our Connemara 
friends again in 2021.  Until next time, remember, life is short, 
ride your good horse first (so I’m sure that would be your 
Connemara pony).  

Show Results ACPS Region 4 
Saturday 
Dressage Champion- Carla Jimmerson on Tag You’re It
Dressage Reserve – Lori Johnson on Celtic Bug 
Jumper Champion- Jennifer Latimer on Cedar Ponds Price George
Jumper Reserve-Carla Jimmerson and Tag You’re It
Outside Course Champion- Skylan Nelson and Elderglens Iriel
Outside Course Reserve- 
In hand on Sunday- judge Maureen Loughman 
Halfbred Connemara Young Stock- 1. Celtic Whisper 2. Daithi O’Pondi
Connemara Sport Horse Young stock- 1. Dynamic Dolphin
Sport Pony 14.2 and under any breed- 1. Elk Creek O Connor 2. 
Farkleberry Frolic 3. Tully Wind 4. Cedar Pond George 5. Elderglens 
Iriel 6. Fargo
5. Sport Horse any breed 1. Tag You’re It 2. Cady O Daly Aiden 3. Celtic 
Bug 4. Celtic Whisper. 5. Berkley Bay 6. Century Hills Taylor Maide
Purebred Geldings- 1. Elk Creek O’Connor 2. Celtic Bug 3. Cedar 
Ponds Prince George
Purebred Mares- 1. Sparkleberry Frolic 2. Centurys Hill Taylor Maide 
3. Foothills River Queen
Halfbred Geldings- 1. Tag You’re It 2. Cady O”Daly Aiden
Halfbred Connemara Mares- 1. Elderglens Iriel 2. Tully Wind
Purebred Champion- Elk Creek O Connor
Purebred Reserve- Celtic Bug
Halfbred Champion- Tag You’re It
Halfbred Reserve- Cady O Daly Aiden

Region IV “peanut gallery” watch the cross-country..
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Farm Fresh 
Photography Photos

A team of three over the outside course.

Alicia Daily on her 
homebred, Cady 

O’Daly Aiden, 
Halfbred Reserve 

Champions.

Krista Hughey on Foothills 
River Queen in the dressage 
phase of the Region IV Show.
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When I first started riding as a young girl, I bred fantasy horses in my imagination. Riding in the hunt seat discipline, I 
wanted my horses to be good jumpers. At that time, Thoroughbreds were the prevailing breed. I studied Thoroughbred magazines 
and racing forms for pedigrees. I also subscribed to Arabian and Morgan magazines. Then there was the English Magazine Pony
It was in Pony I read an article on the Connemara pony. I never forgot the article.

 In my studies, I never found the perfect horse that I wanted to breed. So, I thought about developing my own type, 
using horses of various breeds with the characteristics I wanted. When I got my first horse, a Thoroughbred mare, I bred her to a 
Thoroughbred stallion with a good disposition. I raised the colt, and he became a good children’s hunter/jumper. The mare’s second 
breeding to a Holsteiner, gave me a filly, Final Decision (Final), who became my foundation mare for my breeding endeavors.

I bred Final to an English Thoroughbred stallion with a long-distance racing and steeple chasing pedigree. This produced 
a set of twins, a filly, Afterthought (Dot) and a colt, Undecided (Dash). Both luckily survived. I was now on my way to breeding 
those fantasy horses of my youth.

I met my first live Connemara when my children, Tori and Derek, joined Redwoods Pony Club where Sally Green’s 
daughter, Pamela Stuart, was a member. Seeing Sally’s mare, Hideaway’s Erin Grey, instantly sparked a memory of that long ago 
article in Pony. At that time (1978), Sally was breeding Connemaras at her Balius Farm. After talking with Sally, I decided that I 
wanted to breed Afterthought (Dot) to Sally’s Connemara stallion, Gilnocky Drumcliffe (affectionately know as “Skeezix”). This 
produced my first horse with Connemara blood; the halfbred mare, Furthermore. Being so pleased with this result, I decided I 
wanted to breed purebred Connemaras

. In fact, Furthermore was such a lovely horse, I repeated that breeding some years later to produce our second halfbred, 
a mare named Potiquimi Memory. The prefix Potiquimi was an homage to my husband Fred’s Irish-Cherokee roots. At the time, 
we lived on the headwaters of Mark West Creek whose Native American name was Potiquimi. As the creek flowed through our 
property, we chose that name for our new venture.

As I loved the disposition, heart, soundness, brains and jumping ability of the Connemara, I thought I would be able to 
make those youthful longings for the perfect horse a reality. My idea to start a breeding program was to acquire two purebred mares 
and use outside stallions. When I contacted Joanie Webster, of Stonybrook Connemaras, about buying a filly from her, I learned 
that Hideaway’s Greystone Alex (Alex) was wintering with her at her farm in Napa, CA. As we were in Santa Rosa, CA, at the 
time, I knew I had to take advantage of this, and we bred our halfbred, Furthermore, to Alex that spring. 

The filly I was interested in, Joanie wanted to go to a performance home, so I did not get her, but I did get the breeding. 
Still on the hunt for those two foundation mares, I contacted Sally to see if I could purchase her mare, Balius Mo Roisin Dubh. 
She did not want to sell Roisin, but said that Balius Tillyminnet (Tilly) was available. Although Tilly was an older pony than I 
wanted to invest in, I leased her from Sally. Still working my original plan, I asked Sally about stallions to breed to, and she let me 
know that Margaret Powell in Santa Barbara, CA, had just imported eight Connemaras from Ireland, two of which were stallions.

Intrigued by this new blood from Ireland, I shared this information with my husband. He suggested we consider buying 
the one stallion offered for sale. Now, Fred was not a horse person, but had always supported me and the children in our horsey 

A CREEK RUNS THROUGH the STORY OF 
POTIQUIMI CONNEMARAS
ByJoan Latty with Derek and Tori Latty 

ACPS First Families - the Latty Family

Balius Mo Roisin Dubh by Gilnocky Drumbliffe out of 
*Cocum Two Star
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projects. The three of us were floored by his suggestion. Suddenly, it looked like we might have our own stallion.
 When I took Dot to Sally’s to be bred for a second time, and to pick up Tilly, I showed Sally pictures of the stallion we were 

considering and told her we would be going to Santa Barbara to probably buy the two-year-old colt. As Sally and I went to get Tilly 
out of the pasture, Roisin came right up to me, so I asked Sally again if she would sell me Roisin. She said she would think about it. 
We went ahead and brought Roisin out of the pasture with Tilly. I wound up going home with two mares. I had now completed the 
first part of my plan for a breeding program—one stop, two mares! We achieved the revised second part of the breeding program 
later that week when Fred and I went to Santa Barbara and came home with our stallion, *Castle Beau Geste. Potiquimi Farm was 
born! We set the goal of breaking even on the farm and producing those perfect ponies!
            Now that we had all the pieces in place that I had imagined for the start of this breeding program, I realized that more ponies 
mean more space. The small hobby farm we had in Santa Rosa, while big in terms of acreage, had little usable space for the ponies. 
Two years later (1990) we moved to Ashland, OR, where we purchased a farm much better suited to the breeding program we had 
in mind. We arrived with four yearlings, two broodmares and one stallion. Later, I brought up two more mares and a warmblood 
gelding I had bred prior to getting Beau. The next adventure for Potiquimi Farm was now underway.

While I had been breaking my own horses as a hunter/jumper and equitation trainer both before and after getting married, 
this project was a family affair. Our children grew up with the horses and ponies, and the family had established close friendships 
within the Connemara community due to Redwoods Pony Club and connections made through Sally. Derek and Tori have been a 
major part of the farm. Derek competed to great success in dressage, eventing, hunters, and jumpers with Beau and many of his 
offspring.

 Derek took over Beau’s major show career while also doing all the initial and most of the riding and training of the horses 
and ponies we bred. Derek has shown four of Beau’s offspring to multiple hunter or jumper championships on the A show circuit. 
He is still currently riding, coaching, and training as his career choice. 

Tori broke and showed Furthermore. Due to the mare’s tractability, Tori was granted permission to have Furthermore as 
her Pony Club mount when the mare was just three, having garnered a special dispensation to waive the usual age requirement of 
at least five-years-old, for Pony Club mounts. Tori semi-retired from riding and working with the horses after having her children. 
Tori’s children rode, but never became interested in competition. Her oldest daughter, Kyra, has ridden the most and now Kyra’s 
daughter, Arabella, has shown some interest. Loving horses, especially Connemaras, is a family trait.

As a trainer, I was fortunate to be able to mount my students on our own purebreds and halfbred Connemaras, a few being 
sold and bought back along the way. The whole family has done everything from building barns, fencing, feeding, mucking—well, 
anything needed for housing our equines. You name it, and we have done it. In addition, during the early 1990’s, I was Organizer 
for two West Coast Connemara Shows (WCCS) here in Oregon, attracting ponies from California, Washington, Idaho and Canada. 
The family filled most of the important positions; Tori as secretary, Fred at the back-gate, Derek showing the ponies and helping 
our clients, while I just tried to keep everything moving forward. At the second of these shows, our barn had fourteen ponies to 
wrangle, as well as keeping the show going.

Beau’s show career covered three performance disciplines as well as his several breed show accolades. He was many times 
the Supreme Breed Champion at the WCCS. One year, Beau’s daughter, Irish Dancer’s Delight, was also Reserve Breed Champion 
to his Supreme Breed Champion. ln dressage, he showed successfully through first level and eventing through preliminary. While 
Beau had numerous championships as a hunter showing at the local level, his real forte was show jumping which included achieving 
impressive results at A circuit shows, garnering an USEF Region 9 fifth place year-end award for jumpers, 1997. Beau often paid his 
expenses for the shows with his winnings in the jumper ring. The ACPS honored him with the An Tostal Trophy in 2007, inducting 
him into the Society’s Hall of Fame.

Not just a stellar performer in the show ring, Beau produced thirty-two foals during his career. Many of Beau’s get have 
had careers in dressage, show jumping, hunters, eventing and driving.

 Pat and Bob Ashworth of Cobblestone Farm Connemaras, Raymond, CA, have owned and shown successfully Potiquimi 
Beag Fia and Potiquimi Just A Minute who were both sired by Beau. They also produced Cobblestone Brogan by breeding Beau 
to their Big Bear’s Auralee. Brogan went on to have a productive driving career with Bob.

Another colt, Potiquimi Conaire also sired by Beau, was a stallion until he was an eight-year-old. Conaire sired two 
purebred foals, only one of which was registered. At the time there was little interest in a 13.2 hand stallion. Connemaras being the 
only breed under USEF rules to allow juniors to show stallions, Conaire was shown to good results at the WCCS by a twelve-year-
old student of mine. Derek also showed Conaire at a recognized Novice Level horse trials, placing second against both horses and 
ponies in his division. We sold him as an intact stallion. However, his new owner gelded him and showed him in dressage winning 
the USDF All Breed Award for Prix St. Georges. He then went to a Grand Prix dressage trainer’s seven-year-old daughter as her 
schoolmaster. Imagine having a Prix St. Georges pony as your first mount!

Two of Beau’s most successful purebred fillies were Irish Dancer’s Delight (Danny) and Potiquimi Taralina (Tara). Danny 
was twice USHJA Region 3 Year-End Pony Jumper Champion. She placed nationally third one year and sixteenth the next. Danny 
was shown under the name So Much To Do. Her success put Beau on top of the sire list nationally for pony jumpers. We sold Tara 
when she was a three-year-old. Tara began her stellar career winning a large Open Hunter Hack class only six weeks after she was 
first backed. She went on to win multiple championships as a pony hunter/equitation mount in local and A circuit competitions. 
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Her owners bred her to the legendary Custusha’s Cashel Rock, but, unfortunately, the foal died as a yearling. Tara then returned to competition. 
However, following an injury, she came home to us.

After rehabbing Tara, we bred her to Lasarchai’s Blue Oaks Pooka, owned by Maureen Matheson of Blue Oaks Farm, Redding, CA. 
I gave Tara to Donna Huntsman of Béar Glen Connemaras of Keno, OR. She then purchased her foal from me. The foal was a colt, Potiquimi 
Keely Shay (Keely), the only stallion currently standing with Beau’s bloodlines. Keely has gone on to a distinguished career. In 2018, in dressage 
with his rider, Katelyn Hunter, he was first place for the American Connemara Pony Society (ACPS) USDF Junior/Young Rider First Level 
and third place for the ACPS USDF Open First Level. In addition, that same year, he won the ACPS Dressage Award of Excellence for their 
Lifetime Achievement Program. In that same year, he won the ACPS Bronze Medal for Training Level in eventing. After foaling Keely, Tara 
continued on to a new career in eventing with Donna’s students and granddaughters as well as becoming Donna’s favorite personal mount.

Beau’s other fillies have had successful breeding and performance careers. Balius Bo Peep (Peep) was a broodmare producing manyfoals 
for Maureen Matheson. Showing her tractability and intelligence, we broke Bo Peep at the tender age of sixteen. Taking to it immediately, she 
returned to Maureen and became a valuable school pony for their trainers. This year, 2021, Peep was taken into a handicapped riding program 
at the age of thirty.

We have been privileged to help start three other breeders on the road to the delights of breeding Connemaras as Sally Green did for 
us. Pat and Bob Ashworth’s Cobblestone Farm started with their first Connemara, Potiquimi Kailee, purchased from us. Donna Huntsman’s 
Béar Glen Connemaras started with Potiquimi Taralina, and now she stands the stallion, Potiquimi Keely Shay. Ann Secoy started her Delta S 
Farm in Beatty, OR, with her mare Sagewind Dakota Sunshine who she bred twice to Beau. The first of these colts, Delta S Seanachan O’Geste 
(Sean), sired one halfbred filly, Delta S Irish Storm. Delta S Irish Storm is successfully competing in eventing. Sean was gelded after siring the 
one foal. It has been a delight to follow and help launch these wonderful breeders.

To us, this is what the Connemara community is all about. It has been a wonderful journey through Connemara Land for the Lattys 
and their ponies. Tori and Derek grew up with the ponies in their lives. As a family, we have established numerous cherished friendships with 
other breeders and their children. Our journey with the ponies has taken us throughout the United States and Canada. Also, Fred and Joan took 
a memorable trip to Ireland meeting Beau’s people and seeing his birthplace. Although Beau passed in 2019 at the age of thirty-three, we still 
have hope for him living on with a very limited supply of frozen semen to produce more of his amazing progeny. Our family looks forward to 
a future with more amazing Connemaras. 

Three stallions sharing the spotlight at a West 
Coast Connemara Show. From left, M.G.R.M. 

Brigadoon, *Castle Beau Geste with Derek 
Latty, and *Canal Laurinston with Lee 

Webster.

(Left) Balius Tillyminnet (Gilnocky Drumcliffe x Happy-Ness) and 
her foal, Potiquimi Just A Minute by *Castle Beau Geste

(Above) Potiquimi Keely Shay by *Castle Beau Geste
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*Castle Beau Geste (by Ballydonagh Casanova out of Tulira Maggie) with Derek Latty.at 1997 WCCS.

Tori Latty and her cousin on 
the Connemara/Thoroughbred 

cross mare, Furthermore
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Fun with Pony
2021 FWP Award Applications Deadline is 12/31/2021

Tell your Stories, share you photos, get recognition for the fun 
ways you spend time with your Connemara.

(150 hours/year minimum)

Submit your hours and records to

Jennifer Garutti

jagarutti@gmail.com

Application Form: F08 - found at www.acps.org
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ACPS Region 9
Clinic on Connemara Type, Conformation and Movement

September 18, 2021
Report on Results By Tracy Garland, Regional Governor Region IX

ACPS Region 9 
Clinic on Connemara Type, Conformation and Movement 
September 18, 2021 
Report on Results 
 

 
 
Large distances separate members of ACPS Region 9 making in-person /pony gatherings a 
challenge. A high quality education program , held at  centrally located Elk Haven Equestrian 
Center, with a low entry fee encouraged 10 registrants to haul their ponies to attend the 2021 
ACPS-sponsored Clinic on Connemara Type, Conformation and Movement Clinic  
 
 

 

ACPS Members who traveled to ACPS Pre-Inspection Clinic 
on September 18, 2021 at Elk Haven Equestrian Center in Cle Elem, WA

2

ACPS Members who traveled to ACPS Pre-Inspection Clinic 
on September 18, 2021 at Elk Haven Equestrian Center in Cle Elem, WA

2

Pre-Inspection Clinic
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 Sarah McRae Thrasher shared her expertise as ACPS 
Inspector, member of ACPS BOG and breeder in a 
lecture and hands-on format. Participants were able to 
apply their learning by jointly examining each pony. 
Written materials explaining the Breed Standard and the 
ACPS Inspection Program and Process were provided 
as a take-home reference.

Feedback on the program was collected. The clinician 
(Sarah), materials, the format and the venue received 
uniformly high marks. Many commented that the material 
covered could be useful for every horse owner. Participants 
experienced this event as a catalyst for future gatherings. In 
addition to learning from Sarah, they appreciated meeting 
each other in person and enjoyed the excellent facilities and 
amenities offered by Elk Haven Equestrian Center.
We learned that:

1) It is possible to overcome the distance barrier in 
Region 9!

2) It is fun and energizing to get together

3) Sarah is a great teacher!

4) We now have a set of materials and format that can 
be used at future ACPS educational offerings

5) This content has appeal to horse (pony) owners at 
large in addition to Connemara Pony enthusiasts

6) ACPS Foundation support was critical to enabling 
Region 9 to offer this program

(Sarah McRae Thrasher, Heide Andersen, Ginni Erion, Shelley Feldner-Schuerman, 
Tarrah Baker, McKenzie Bomber, Heidi Finley, Mikayla Campbell, Ken Campbell, 

Tracy Garland. Missing: Janiine Babcock, Brickelle Miller)

Sarah McRae Thrasher stands 
away from the  pony to get 

an overall impression - Does 
the equine LOOK like a 

Connemara?
Sarah finds the center of the pony’s 
knee, and explains that the cannon 

bone should come straight out of the 
knee - not offset to one side of the 

other.

Photo on left - Sarah shows the 
participants how to determine if 
the pony is “tight” in the elbow. 
There should be room between 
the point of the elbow and the 
barret. In the best of cases, a 

person’s fist will fit in that gap.

Photo at right - Sarah lifts 
the pony’s foreleg to show the 
freedom of movement possible 

when the elbow is free.
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Our Way Forward

By Christine Kelton
    Assisted by Trout Ranch Polly Claire 
         (*Smaragaid Cliff x New Song’s Autumn)

         Episode 12- In Sickness and in Health - Part 1
     

Where does a pony’s personality come from? Nature or nurture? 
The stallion or the mare? How would we know? Across all species, 
of course there are similarities amongst family groups, but there 
are also vast differences. Even in human families with full siblings, 
differences in personalities, talents, interests, even gaits (Yes, gaits. 
I’ll get to that.) are clear. Anecdotes, qualitative observations, 
people talking with their friends, tell one story.
 It’s easy to make generalizations when you hear something more 
than once. As an elementary school teacher, I experience the same 
thing with teachers and students.  But scientifically, what makes 
a personality? I’m not a scientist. I’m the proud owner of a pony 
mare with a big personality, and I have learned a few things this 
summer - the hard way. 
I think that  living out is the best way to keep a pony as long as 
they have shelter and appropriate food, and Polly lived out 24/7 
for the first 3 years we were together. I’ve read that living outside 
prevents a lot of problems, like weaving, cribbing, ulcers.... If the 
weather was especially awful, the farm let me use a stall if one was 
empty, and one always was. Beginning last September, when my 
series of injuries began, she got an official stall, but has still spent 
most of her time outside. 
This past summer of 2021 in New York was hot. I’m talking 
miserable, pressure-cooker-hot with humidity so high the trees were 
sweating. Any riding I did was at 7 am, and Polly spent the rest of 
the day in her airy stall, lounging under her closed motor livestock 
fan with hay in her super slow feeder and two buckets of water. 
As soon as the sun started to go down and it began to cool off, out 
she went to her field with her donkey friends. When I arrived in 
the mornings around 6:15, all three of them were already hiding 

from bugs in their shed. Polly would make a beeline for the gate 
as soon as she saw me coming, that deep whinny of hers calling, 
“Mom, get me outta here and turn on that fan!” 
Oh - and where’s breakfast, of course. 

Our summer routine was she would come in, eat her little bit 
of balancer, have a little hay, and then we would go for a ride. 
Typically, this consisted of about 30 minutes of ring work followed 
by a 15-20 minute hack around the farm. Some days we went out for 
a long neighborhood patrol, and once a week we went out roading 
with the hunt. Polly worked in some way 4-5 days per week, which 
I think is fair for a 6-year-old. She wasn’t ever overworked, and 
had 2-3 days off every week. I can’t say for sure how Polly has felt 
about her living and work arrangements, but to me, it seems like 
she shouldn’t have much to complain about. I’m sure she’d have an 
opinion on something, but really, sweetheart, no crying on the yacht!

One afternoon in early July, my husband dropped me off at the 
barn so I could unhitch my trailer and drive the truck home. We 
stopped by Polly’s stall to give her a carrot, and to my horror, 
she was standing there with her face in the corner, back hunched, 
completely uninterested in anything I had to offer. She kept opening 
and closing her mouth, clearly in a lot of pain. I immediately took 
her temperature, 101.9, gave her a dose of banamine paste, and 
sent a distress text to Amy Plavin, to whom I am so grateful for 
all the advice she freely gives. Kudos to Dr. Cara Rosenbaum 
from Rhinebeck Equine, who showed up within an hour. By the 
way, Polly’s normal temperature is around 100.4. It’s a good thing 
to know your pony’s normal vital signs and write them down 
somewhere in the barn so if you’re worried or upset you don’t have 
to depend on memory.

Polly didn’t want to walk. It wasn’t the pony mare “I’d prefer 
not to, because I know more than you do,” but the “My feet are 
not moving because something hurts” kind of refusal. She wasn’t 
trying to lie down and roll, wasn’t looking back or biting at her 
sides, wasn’t stamping her feet. She just stood there with her back 
hunched, head down, and mouth open, jaw moving like she was 
chewing on a very large, invisible ball. It was very scary. And 
banamine is a wonder drug. 
By the time Dr. Rosenbaum arrived, her temperature was down a 
little and she was looking a little more comfortable, though her back 
was still stiff, belly a bit tucked, and not sociable. Dr. Rosenbaum 
did a rectal exam and there was no impaction - mild colic made 
sense. Colic was rampant in this miserable weather. By 8 pm her 
temp was back to normal. Polly stayed in her stall that night, and 
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by the next morning she was back to her usual self and cursing me 
for starving her nearly to death overnight. I gave her a week off from 
any work. I did wonder about her spiking a temp, though. Thankfully, 
I haven’t had a lot of experience with colic, but I didn’t think the 
temp was a usual symptom. This stayed in the back of my mind. 

Fast forward to August 8, and repeat the previous symptoms. 
Cell phones are terrific - I have a 
video of this, which I sent to the 
on-call vet. Clearly, she needed 
emergency attention. When we 
get the magazine attached to the 
website, I’ll add a link to the video 
if that’s possible.  Here’s a picture 
I took from the video. This vet, Dr. 
Molly Hunt, tubed Polly and did 
a rectal exam. We gave banamine 
and her fever came down. Again, 
she was not impacted. I said that 
I didn’t think the fever was linked 
to the colic, and thinking more 
about it, I didn’t think she was even 
colicking, and maybe something 
else was going on that the fever 
was aggravating. Dr. Hunt agreed. 
She was thinking it was a tick-
borne illness because they’ve been 

rampant in our area all summer, or even Potomac Horse Fever, 
which she’s been seeing more of than usual.  She explained that 
even though Polly has been vaccinated for PHF, she can still get it, 
though it would probably not be so serious. (This made me think 
of COVID vaccines. Glad I have mine. There’s my plug.) She took 
blood for CBC, fibrinogen, anaplasmosis, and Lyme. 

Dr. Hunt gave Polly IV Tetracycline and left me with two bottles of 
doxycycline to begin while we were waiting for blood test results. I 
asked if she could have an ulcer, and maybe whatever was causing 
the fever was setting it off, and she agreed that was a possibility. 
She also said that often when ulcers are suspected, owners will give 
a round of GastroGuard to see if it helps instead of jumping in with 
an expensive gastroscopy. 
The next morning, Polly’s fever spiked again. Banamine brought it 
down. I called my regular vet, Cara Rosenbaum, and filled her in on 
the weekend excitement. I brought up Polly’s sometimes capricious 
behaviors, the fact that at one point she’d been on Regumate without 
any changes, and now this - I thought that she might have an ulcer 
that was exacerbated by the fever. Dr. Rosenbaum agreed, and I 
elected the gastroscopy so I would know for sure what we were 
dealing with, and hoped that insurance would reimburse me for most 
of it. A few days later, the bloodwork came back normal except for 
the Lyme, which was positive. Polly’s Lyme test in the spring had 
been negative. 

Polly is a super fun girl and is a blast to be around. She definitely 
keeps me on my toes!  She is usually very sweet and people oriented, 
loves to stand on cross ties and get brushed, go hunting, have the 
inside of her ears rubbed and have her udders cleaned.. She loves 
chasing things - soccer balls and the geese that congregate around 

the pond. She loves going out on patrols to see what’s going on in 
the neighborhood. Sometimes the donkeys get sent on a merry little 
chase, but mostly in the winter when they’re wearing their bright 
red blankets - because then they really look like targets. Nothing is 
safe if she can reach it - coffee cups, towels… you name it - typical 
fun pony.

But then there have been other behaviors that had me thinking 
something physical was going on - pinning ears when the girth is 
tightened, occasionally kicking out under saddle when I use my leg 
more convincingly, forward one day and the opposite another day, a 
few times a year doesn’t want to be brushed on her abdominal area. 
She could have painful ovulation, so we tried Regumate. I even had 
her spine X-rayed - it’s perfect. She loves being curried and often 
stretches out her neck and yawns, and will do the same when she 
gets a belly scratch, (She’ll even drop her hind end and lift a hind 
leg away when the Bag Balm comes out. :)  or when I had the equine 
chiropractor come. She really loved that! I’m bringing the yawning 
up because if you search online for why horses yawn, some sites 
will tell you it’s relaxation, but very often you’ll see that it means 
stress, and a possible sign of gastric ulcers. 

People have also said that if she has Lyme, she could be sore, like 
people get. I’m not a vet and I’m not giving any medical advice! 
This article is just about Polly’s journey, which is as individual as 
she is. If you want to read about Lyme disease, search for “Cornell 
University Lyme Disease in Horses” and a very good article will 
tell you a whole lot. 

What was the most surprising was that after less than a week on 
the doxycycline, I had a noticeably different pony. She was just so 
incredibly sweet and doe-eyed, it was more than anecdotal. Polly 
just seemed happier in general and when I started riding her again, 
dare I say more eager in the ring? I can’t say anything about the 
“don’t touch my abdomen when brushing” because that happens 
so rarely, anyway. 

What she was NOT happy about was taking her doxy. She would not 
eat it in her feed. Remember that Dr. Seuss book, “Green Eggs and 
Ham?” I could rewrite it about Polly and the doxy. Would you could 
you in a mash? I would not could not in a mash. Not in a mash, not 
in a bucket, not with molasses… I ended up grinding it up, mixing 
it with strawberry jello, and giving it to her in a dose syringe. In the 
beginning, we painted the walls and ourselves pink. 

On August 24, I loaded a starving Polly into the trailer and took her 
to Rhinebeck Equine for her gastroscopy. They took her history of 
behavioral changes and occasional “mild colic” episodes and led 
her into the hospital. I couldn’t go with her because of Covid rules. 
About 45 minutes later, Dr. Laura Javsicas came out saying what a 
nice pony she was, so well behaved...they had put her on the scale 
and she weighed...998 pounds! I was mortified, but she said that 
Polly looked great, had a body condition score of 6, and that she was 
substantial with a lot of bone and I should leave her weight alone. 
And yes, she did have ulcers, and they looked like they’d been there 
for quite a long time. According to the report, “moderate, multifocal, 
located in her pylorem.”  The official diagnosis was Equine Gastric 
Ulcer Syndrome - Equine Glandular Gastric Disease. 
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Dr. Javsicas explained that this type of ulcer is located way in the 
back, near the entrance to the small intestine. This is not the more 
typical Equine Squamous Gastric Disease that many horses get and it 
cannot be treated with only GastroGuard. She also said that they can 
only be diagnosed through gastroscopy, and that she is seeing them 
more often in the practice. What really got me was that GastroGuard 
or UlcerGuard alone will not make this type of ulcer go away. If I had 
decided to treat with GastroGuard and see if it helped,  I might never 
have found Polly’s ulcers. If you really want to know, gastroscopy 
is the only way.

What causes these ulcers? Dr. Javsicas said the jury is still out. She 
said the latest research she’s read shows that, unlike the squamous 
kind, glandular ulcers, located in the pylorem, may not even be 
caused by stress. 
How prevalent are ulcers in general? According to some websites, 
90% of racehorses have them and 60% of show and pleasure horses. 
Others say that up to 90% of active horses suffer from gastric 
discomfort. 
Polly was put on a combination of 3 medications: GastroGuard, 
Sucralfate, which coats the stomach, and Misoprostol, which 
increases blood flow to the stomach. These overlapped with the doxy 
she was already on for the Lyme, and ALL of these had to be given 
orally. But the best part was that they had to be given hours apart, and 
started on an empty stomach. And I do have a full time job. 
This went on for 30 days!!!  But there is a silver lining. A couple 
weeks into this routine, Polly either decided that resistance was futile, 
or that the strawberry jello I mixed in with it tasted darned good. I 
didn’t even have to put a lead rope on her to give her the meds - she’d 
just stand there. A few times I didn’t even bother with her halter! 
I made some other changes, as well. I’m not a vet or a nutritionist 
and I’m not recommending any feed changes to anyone. If you 
are interested in the feed brands and types, email me for more 
information.
Thirty days later, I brought her back to be scoped again to see how 

she was doing. Hallelujah! They had cleared! As I type this, we’re 
well into her 30 days of GastroGuard maintenance, which is ¼ tube 
per day - on an empty stomach, and I wait a while before feeding her. 
I hope that with dietary changes, we will not see them ever again!
Polly has been through a lot this summer, but she has been a joy to 
be around.  My wallet is much lighter these days, but this is the horse 
life and she’s my girl. She’s still very mischievous- just yesterday 
she cleared off the table in front of her stall for me- but is definitely 
more comfortable. Her typical, radar system “mare ears” are now 
mostly forward, her eyes are soft, and she just seems more malleable. 
It’s hard to describe. I’ve had some really nice rides in the sandbox 
with her over the past few weeks, and she’s been hunting in the 
middle of the field, all go and glee. 

Which brings me back to my original question about personalities 
and behaviors- nature/nurture? What are the contributing factors? 
I discovered physical reasons for certain behaviors, but what else 
contributes to personality? Stay tuned for Part 2. 

 
Dear ACPS Board of Governors ~

Sir Foxworthy, shown here in his frame, hanging in the ACPS 
office where I can see him every day, is a piece of needlework art 
done by Fonda Eigel. I try to keep “me” out of the print, but..

The beautifully executed work was given to me, Marynell Eyles, 
as a gift of appreciation for the years of duty as ACPS Secretary. 
The canvas for the needlework was part of the Silent Auction at  
an ACPS annual meeting, and the idea to use it as an award for me 
was hatched by Joanie Webster and her buddies at that meeting. 

Fonda Eigel worked her magic, and the framed artwork was sent 
to me to be opened during the ZOOM Annual Meeting last month. 
It was a huge surprise, a wonder to behold, and will be treasured 
for as long as I live!

The Jack Russell theme was also in honor of my fuzzy friend 
Ragdoll, who I lost to Lymes, and this too, is a way to keep her 
always near.

Thank you one and all.....Marynell
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EEVVEERRYY  HHOOLLIIDDAAYY  

WWIITTHH  AANN  AACCPPSS  MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP!!  

DDUUEESS  AARREE  PPAAYYAABBLLEE  NNOOWW!!  
                  See Page 45 For the Membership Category that suits you and your family. 
Give an Associate Membership to your friends and family so they can keep up with the amazing talents and 
accomplishments of the Connemaras and their partners. Don’t miss an issue of this magazine—the Society 
hopes you will continue to support the many programs included with membership—a lifetime recording num-
ber for your purebred or halfbred foal, a microchip for your pony, member fees for registration. 

Consider giving to the ACPS-Foundation to help support the scholarship programs, the educational clinics, and 
other special events put on by the American Connemara Pony Society. 

The ACPS Foundation is a tax deductible entity and you may designate preference for the Youth Programs, the 
Education programs, or you may donate to the general fund in Honor of a cherished person, or Connemara!  
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ACPS Registration Fees
Member

Fees double for non-members
Purebreds

 Purebred within 6 mos. of birth  temporary foal certificate good 
for 2 years (dna, microchip by HWSD tested stallion and out of 
HWSD mare)                                                $ 85
Over 6 mos.   $ 100

TFC for foals of current year include USEF lifetime 
recording number

Purebred within 6 mos. of birth temporary foal certificate 
good for 2 years (dna, microchip) but by or out of HWSD 
non-tested Connemara ..........................$125

TFC for foals of cureent year Includes USEF lifetime 
recording number

Permanent Registration Certificate at 2 years w/TFC - $30
Permanent Registration Certificate at 2 years or above 
without TFC - $150. Includes DNA, Microchip.

Halfbreds
Halfbred  - mares and geldings $ 85
Includes Microchip and USEF Lifetime Number for foals 
of current year.
Halfbred colts - TFC ...............................$ 85
A TFC is issued until colt is gelded. At age 2, Permanent 
certificate will be issued.

Purebred and Halfbred Stallions 2 yrs.   $250
Includes DNA, Microchip, and HWSD test
Purebred and Halfbred Stallions 3 yrs. and older $500
Imported stallions - same fees.

Connemara Sport Horse - $85 includes Microchip and 
USEF Lifetime Recording number for foals of current 
year.

Transfer of Ownership
     Within 30 days of date of sale  $30
      After 30 days    $35
Transfer of Imports -mares, geldings
     Within one year of arrival  $30
Transfer of imported stallions  $250
The seller is responsible for completing the transfer 
papers, nd is encouraged to take out an Associate 
membership for the buyer.
Farm Registration   $100
Name Change    $100
Duplicate Certificate- issued only to last recorded owner 
     $50
Lifetime USEF numbers will be assigned by the USEF one 
or two times a year. Since 2019, foals of the current year 
will get USEF Lifetime Recording Numbers..
Send applications (www.acps.org) for registration to:
ACPS, PO Box 100, Middlebrook, VA 24459

ACPS Membership Application Form
Memberships run from January 1st - December 31st.

All memberships include a subscription to the American 
Connemara magazine and a Membership Directory. 

Membership (please check one category):
__ Junior (under 18 years, qualifies for awards) $25
__ Associate (adult, qualifies for awards) $40
__ Senior (adult, qualifies for awards, votes) $50
__ Family $100   (spouse and/or parents, children under age 
18; qualifies for awards, up to 2 votes per family, but must have 
2 members age 18 or older)
__ Life (one individual, senior privileges) $750
__ Check here if this is a Gift Membership

American Connemara Magazine: Subscription Only (i.e., 
nonmembers) __ $25
There is a $30 surcharge for magazine mailings to foreign 
(including Canadian) members and subscribers.

ACPS Foundation: $_________ tax deductible donation
You may designate preference for __Youth Programs or 
__Education

Make checks out to “ACPS” (US funds)

For voting purposes, I prefer:
an e-ballot   ,
a paper ballot   
I prefer to receive:
an e-directory   ,
a printed directory (add $20 to your membership fee) 
I am a new member      (please complete all 
contact information below)
I am a renewing member   
and my contact information is unchanged  
changes in my contact information are noted below  
please do not include my contact information in an e-directory  
  any directory   

Make check out to ACPS (US funds) and mail with 
application to:  ACPS Membership 
  2010 Miracle Lane, Falls Church, VA 22043

Name: __________________________________

Address: _________________________________

________________________________________

Home Phone: ____________________________ 

Cell Phone_____________________________

Email: __________________________________

EEVVEERRYY  HHOOLLIIDDAAYY  

WWIITTHH  AANN  AACCPPSS  MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP!!  

DDUUEESS  AARREE  PPAAYYAABBLLEE  NNOOWW!!  
                  See Page 45 For the Membership Category that suits you and your family. 
Give an Associate Membership to your friends and family so they can keep up with the amazing talents and 
accomplishments of the Connemaras and their partners. Don’t miss an issue of this magazine—the Society 
hopes you will continue to support the many programs included with membership—a lifetime recording num-
ber for your purebred or halfbred foal, a microchip for your pony, member fees for registration. 

Consider giving to the ACPS-Foundation to help support the scholarship programs, the educational clinics, and 
other special events put on by the American Connemara Pony Society. 

The ACPS Foundation is a tax deductible entity and you may designate preference for the Youth Programs, the 
Education programs, or you may donate to the general fund in Honor of a cherished person, or Connemara!  
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Name   Date Foaled   Sire Dam
*Ardceltic Art  N/HWSD 5/31/2003      Monaghanstown FionnMoydow Lady (M0012510 CPBS)
*Castle Monarch (chip 372100400026896) 4/27/2010   Castle Comet (1026 ECPS) Orphee Schueracher (M1-02059701T)
*Causey’s Lucky Clover (Causey’s Tom) (372100400022943)  Ballyheane Prince (CPBS) Gaoithe A’Naolr (M 0012310 CPBS)
*Coral Bobby  (PREMIUM STALLION) 1/1/2000   Coral Dun (S1058 CPBS) Sandy Dawn (M8671 CPBS)
*Coud Poker Tartifume (250258500070293) 5/24/2012   Westide Mirah II (CPBS) Unedamdepik Tartifume (France)
*Doonhill Dancer (S3-372004100015629 CPBS) 4/5/2014  Currachmore Cashel (S1128 CPBS) April Dawn Lady (M0013974 CPBS)
*Elodon Zodiac (CAN 249) ( 933000120112249) N/HWSD 7/4/2017 Century Hills Aedan Zodiac Castlebar Gaelic
*Fernville Matchmaker  1/1/2006   Fredericksminde Hazy Match Ross Castle Moya (M 10326 CPBS)
*Grange Finch PREMIUM STALLION 1/4/1993   Coosheen Finn Grange Agnes Sparrow
*Hayselden Perseus   6/2/1992   Hayselden Bacchus Aylesland Silver Secret
*Hearnesbrook Dunoon  PREMIUM STALLION 5/16/1995  Hearnesbrook Fastnet (S6322 ECPS) Kirtling Bonnie Doon (16368) ECPS
*Hohnhorst Branni   5/4/2000   Patty’s Benedict (Germany) Noerdlunds Madigan (020187988 - Germany)
*Kay’s Moonlight     1/1/2009   Robe Earl (S0001044 CPBS) Sylverann (M-1 372100400016886 CPBS)
*MLC The Duke of Sussex (933000320259617)  N/N 5/19/2018  Morning Glory’s Ilyushin Elphin Sandpiper (CAN 150)
*MLC Van Helsing (933000120112279) N/N 6/21/2017   Morning Glory’s Ilyushin TBF Eavan Tressa
*Patty’s Dreama Litl Dream  4/8/2002                     Patty’s Silverdun Velvet (DE 334 346202391)Pilgaard’s Vogue (de 302 021135491)
*Pattys Etoile de Paris 4/18/2005  Patty’s Broadway Dancer (DE 363 630001198) Ger. Kirkeledgaards Margaux  (de 302 020293392)
*Patty’s Look @ Me 5/1/2003   Patty’s Veuve Clicquot (de 363 630023699) St. Patty’s Maxime (334 3462022597 Germany)
*Smaragaid Cliff  PREMIUM STALLION 6/10/2003 Munkholm Cobbergate (DE 302 022051684 Germany) Shamrock Bright Roxanne (DE 343 447379993 )
*Sternbergs Heartbreaker 5/6/2005 S  Skousboe Hero (DE 30202602693) Frederiksminde Candy  (DE 302026023597)
*TBS Declan Pondi  (S3-372004100012400 CPBS)  N/N 4/15/2012 Dexter Leam Pondi (France) Dandy Sparrow (IRE)
Aluinn Bernie O’brien 5/29/1995 *   Hayselden Perseus Balmullo’s Little Star
Aluinn Durango  N/N  5/21/2003    Aladdin’s Denver PREMIUM STALLION Patty’s Meredith
Avelene Morrowseer (933000120112164)  N/HWSD 3/14/2015  Wildwych Wily Casanova  N/HWSD *Glenormiston Roscrea
Bailey’s Irish Dream  5/16/2005    Balius Turlough Beacon’s Siobhan
Balius Turlough  5/20/1998    Gilnocky Drumcliffe Tyan Traveller Joy
Ballencrieff’s Brogan  6/12/2002    Landgate Bluebeard   PREMIUM STALLION  N/N Aladdin’s Winter Promise
Balmullo’s Beacon  4/7/1992    Aladdin Tullymor’s April Fool
Balmullo’s Gallagher  5/10/2001    Concord River Roaringwater Bay Balmullo’s Miss Emma ( Premium Mare)
Bantry Bay’s Dillon  6/25/1995    Bantry Bay’s Ace Concord River Minute Maid
Bear Creek’s Croagh Patrick 4/8/1992    Greystone Dallen McMor Megan’s Honor
Belfast Banner  5/15/2001    Irish Park’s Belfast Bonfire Fieldstream’s Jasmine
Blackwing Goodnight Moon (933000220011207)  N/N 5/29/2017  Blue Rock Fintan (chip 965000000392564)  N/N Wildwych Dreamtime  N/N
Blackwing Poker Face (N/N) 933000120112277) 5/5/2015  Glenormiston Flurry Knox Wildwych Penny Dreadful
Blue Ridge Donnelly   N/N 6/25/1998    Moxley Duncan  PREMIUM STALLION Tre Awain Kirin
Blue Ridge Jefferson  4/13/1998    Moxley Duncan  PREMIUM STALLION Hayselden Persephone
Blue Ridge Monroe  3/1/2004    Moxley Duncan  PREMIUM STALLION Hayselden Persephone
Blue Rock Fintan (chip 965000000392564)  N/N 6/13/2013  Wildwych Wily Casanova  N/HWSD Murvey Inverlor (M3-372100400016080 
Blue Rock Liam  (965000000391966 chip) Gelded 3/4/2010  *The Quietman (S1-1232 CPBS) Grey Pearl (M3-372100400016665 CPBS)
Blue Rock Riley  6/10/2008    *The Quietman (S1-1232 CPBS) *Laurin Of Rosscon (M1-14847 -  Class 1  CPBS)
Brogan of Ledgewood 7/5/2004     Greystone Fahan Stranor Heaven’s Ridge Mistykil Sunset
BSF Golden Snitch  (933000320259666)  N/N 5/13/2017  Tre Awain Goldsmith BSF Indy Lu   (933000320259503)  N?N
Bushmills Of Kent  5/3/1995    *Hayselden Perseus  Bar Bar A’s Rebel Doll
Corner Oak Reveille  4/3/2001    Balius Turlough Corner Oak Priscilla
Cornerstone’s Indelible 6/5/1999    Greystone’s An Llewellyn Watermark Blessed Brianna
Dark Horse Laus Deo  5/14/2009    Glenormiston Cuchulainn Dark Horse Semper Fi
Day Star’s Briarpatch Mac  N/N 4/26/1989    Balius Brannigan F.F. Princess Daisy
Day Star’s Royal Legacy (933000320259516) N/N 6/14/2018 Day Star’s Briarpatch Mac  N/N Woodland’s Royal Patience
Delta-S Seanachan McGeste 5/11/2009    Castle Beau Geste Sagewind Dakota Sunshine  (N/N)
Duet Farms One Love (965000000392170) 4/24/2016   *Kippure Cara (CAN 32) Tre Awain Maeve  PREMIUM MARE
Erin Terra’s Dream On 3/10/2004    Fiddler’s Sparrow MacDaire Tre Awain Dare to Dream  PREMIUM MARE
Farkleberry’s Smokey Lad  (chip 965000000391371) 4/30/2016  Gun Smoke Marshwoods’ Summer Keavey
Finn’s Irish Creame  7/8/1996    Grange Finn Sparrow Matilda
Foothills Field Marshall 1/21/2008    Gun Smoke Foothills MayBee
Glenormiston Billie’s Bay 1/3/2001    Castle Baron (177 CPBS of Australia) Glenormiston Ballycara (1640 CPBS of 

Australia)
Glenormiston Cuchulainn 10/2/2000    Domo Cavallo Praise (63 Australia) Glenormiston Fionnuala (1641 

Australia)
Greystone’s  An Llewellyn 5/31/1992    Rosenaharley Laurens Hideaway’s Smitheranne
Greystone’s Adirondack A’Herne 5/20/1993    Rosenaharley Laurens Hideaway’s Smitheranne
Greystone’s Adirondack O’Reilly 5/19/1994    Rosenaharley Laurens Hideaway’s Smitheranne
H.K.’s Danny Boy  6/1/2002    M.G.R.M. Brigadoon  PREMIUM STALLION *Blossom (M 10986 CPBS)
Healing Spring Willem O’Toole 5/22/1996    Greystone Tiger O’toole Rockysprings Greystone Earrach
Hearnesbrook Dunoon  PREMIUM STALLION 5/16/1995  Hearnesbrook Fastnet (S6322 ECPS) Kirtling Bonnie Doon (16368) ECPS
JAB General Sherman (N/HWSD) 933000320259673) 6/22/2018 * Causey’s Lucky Clover (Causey’s Tom) (372100400022943) DRF Ireland
JEF Sir Lancelot  5/24/1999   Tre Awain Dobh Mcduff  PREMIUM STALLION Mack’s Greystone Erin’s Pride
Kaleidoscope’s O’Really  N/N 4/1/2001    Big Bear’s Special Order Gately’s Red Robin

ACPS Stallions currently standing 
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Kilfenora Windy Isles  PREMIUM STALLION   N/N 4/1/1996  Windy Day (717 CPBS) Boden Park Firethorn (M 6750 CPBS)
Kynynmont Aidan McVai  PREMIUM STALLION  N/N 8/17/1998  Greystone Ian McVai Greystone Adirondack Roseanna
Kynynmont Cameron (933000120112142)   N/N 6/6/2015 Kynynmont Cooper O’Grady  HWSD-N/N PREMIUM STALLION Kynynmont Arianna  N/N
Kynynmont Connor O’Grady  N/HWSD 7/11/2013   *Smaragaid Cliff  PREMIUM STALLION Kynynmont Moira  N/HWSD  

PREMIUM 
Kynynmont Cooper O’Grady  HWSD-N/N PREMIUM STALLION 4/10/2008 Gun Smoke Kynynmont Moira  N/HWSD  PREMIUM MARE
Kynynmont Keegan  8/17/1997    Greystone Ian McVai Greystone’s Adirondack Roseanna     M 1527 Xxxi
Kynynmont McIsaac  6/16/2000     Greystone McErrill Greystone Adirondack Roseanna
Kynynmont Sterling O’Grady 7/22/2005    Healing Spring Willem O’Toole Kynynmont Moira  N/HWSD  PREMIUM MARE
Landgate Bluebeard   PREMIUM STALLION  N/N 5/10/1994   Rocky Landgate’s Singing Bird
Landsdown Willow’s Harbour Boy 6/16/2002    Chiltern Colm *Sillbridge Miranda (M775 ECPS)
Ledgewood Greystone Winterhawk 7/11/1998    Ledgewood’s Karack Beau Tuck Thornhill’s Graystone Gillian
Ledgewood’s Karack Beau Tuck 7/1/1995     Balmullo’s Same As Gold Heaven’s Ridge Mistykil Sunset
Legacy’s Spirit of Camelot 5/30/2005     Sydserff Avalon Cedar’s Charm
Logan of Ledgewood (933000120124231) N/N 5/28/2015   Brogan of Ledgewood Ledgewood’s Lorelie
MMF Black Isles Ponaidh  (N/N) (93300320259607) 4/17/2019    Blackwing Poker Face (N/N)     Blue Rock Emerald Princess N/N
Rattle ‘N Snap Laddie Boy (N/N) 5/6/2001     Moy Hazy Cove Castlestrange Sparrow (M9092 CPBS)
Redbuds Blue Moon   N/HWS D 4/2/2013     Wildwych Eclipse Glenormiston Amelia (Premium Mare 2006)
Ridgetop Tom Collins (933000120112130) N/N 5/31/2018 Landgate Bluebeard   PREMIUM STALLION  N/N Folklore Grainne PREMIUM MARE
Rivendell’s Louis Leam Pondi 3/31/2013    Dexter Leam Pondi (France) Big Bear’s Aura Lee (PREMIUM MARE)
Ros Na Ri Kilcullen  9/7/1993      Tre Awain Ginger Blue Ros Na Ri Moira
Sean-Nos Dancer (933000120112253) N/N 4/22/2019    Aluinn Bernie O’brien       *Cally’s Girl (M1-372100400023210 CPBS)
Shammer Eagle (Chip 965000000391950)    - N/N   4/14/2014                   *Canal Laurinston (PREMIUM STALLION) Shammer Tessie Sparrow
Skyview’s Orion  PREMIUM STALLION 6/3/1993    Custusha’s Cashel Rock Skyview’s Lady Rigel
Skyview’s Triton   N/HWSD 5/9/2001     Custusha’s Cashel Rock Skyview’s Lady Rigel
South Ridge Duncan’s Honor 5/11/1995     Moxley Duncan  PREMIUM STALLION Megan’s Honor
Sport Star O’Chip  9/30/2002      Tullymor’s  Chip O’Perseus Callahan’s English Rose
Sydserff Avalon  7/20/1999     Cocum Camelot (S45 ECPS) Ballydonagh Misterina (M427 ECPS)
TBF Sweet Dublainn  6/5/2013     TBF Sweet Independence (Gelded 3/23/2016) JFL Tawnymara
TBF Sweet Independence (Gelded 3/23/2016) 7/4/2008   Skyview’s Triton   N/HWSD Sweet Princess
Telesis Carraig Rua (933000120112259) N/N 6/13/2019    Redbuds Blue Moon   N/HWS D                           *Lishmar Topaz 
Tir Mhuire Romeo  6/2/2001     Tulira Robuck  Gaobh Mara (M9937 CPBS)
Toomey’s Irish Spirits  6/6/2002     Fieldstream Darby Rainmaker Ambrosia
Toomey’s King Of The Bean 6/24/2000     Fieldstream Darby Greystone Challenge Heather
Toomey’s Silverglade  5/7/2007     Toomey’s Irish Spirits Fieldstream’s Cameo
Tre Awain Cavan O’conor 4/3/1991     Tre Awain Roderick O Conor Tre Awain Toura Loura
Tre Awain Goldsmith N/N 4/29/1999     Tre Awain Ginger Blue Tre Awain Golden Lily
TriCreek  Greystone Connor 6/27/2003     Greystone McErrill Watermark Blessed Brianna
Tricreek Greystone Connor 6/27/2002     Greystone McErrill Watermark Blessed Brianna
Tricreek Greystone Riley 6/25/2002     Greystone McErrill Cornerstone’s Arianna
Trout Ranch Malarkey 5/23/2003     Kingstown Joe Tower Hill’s Killaire
Tullymor’s  Chip O’Perseus 2/27/1998     *Hayselden Perseus Tre Awain Sileach
Tullymor’s Mountain King 9/3/1988     Montully’s Son Kahlua
Tullymor’s Mountain Knight 1/1/2001     Fieldstream’s Riley Tullymor’s Ursula May
Tullymor’s Mountain Shadow 12/12/1992    Montully’s Son Aillte Mhuire
Tullymor’s Mountain Steel  ( 965000000391286) N/HWSD 6/12/2005  Tullymor’s Mountain Shadow Tullymor’s Kiss of Sun
Tullymor’s Mountain Sun 6/25/2004     Tullymor’s Mountain Shadow Tullymor’s Kiss of Sun
Tullymor’s Mountain Thunder 6/21/1999     Tullymor’s Flying Ace Kahlua
Tullymor’s Ned Devine 4/28/2002     Tullymor’s Mountain Shadow Bar Bar A’s Rebel Doll
Wildwych Raisin’ Cain 8/4/2007     Glenormiston Flurry Knox Wildwych Dreamtime  N/N
Wildwych Samson  8/15/2002     Glenormiston Flurry Knox *Glenormiston Roscrea
Wildwych Shiver Me Timbers 4/14/2014     Glenormiston Flurry Knox Rudgeway Silver Filigree (MO1881 
Wildwych Strider  5/22/2002     Glenormiston Flurry Knox Tyan Traveller Joy
Wildwych Thunder Snow 6/15/2006    Cocum Thunder Boy (6001323J - GB) Skatholm Rose (0103391 Denmark)
Wildwych Wily Casanova  N/HWSD 6/28/2007   Bunowen Castle Ri (S 122 ECPS) Rudgeway Silver Filigree (MO1881 BCPS)
Willow’s Art of Kells   N/HWSD 7/15/2011     *Ardceltic Art  N/HWSD Shammer Gypsy Queen
Windy Isles Island Prince 5/7/2008     *Coral Bobby  (PREMIUM STALLION) *Fairyhill Queen

This list was compiled from the ACPS database. Many of the stallions on the 
list have not had a foal registered for some time, but no reports of death or “no 

longer breeding” or gelding have been received. To update the listing, please send 
an email to americanconnemara@gmail.com
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Directory of BreedersFarm Directory
REGION I  (CT, ME, MA, NH, RI, VT)

CONCORD RIVER CONNEMARAS AT 
RIVER ROAD FARM. Liz and Maris Platais, 291 
River Road, Carlisle, MA 01741. (978) 369-4380. plataisee@aol.com

NORTHERN CONNEMARAS. Sarah McRae 
Thrasher, 1410 Goose Green Rd., Vershire, VT 05079. (802) 522-7110. 
mcraethrasher@yahoo.com Aluinn Durango S 727XLII

PARADOX CONNEMARAS. Tom and Sally 
Oxnard, 5 Greenleaf Dr., Exeter, NH 03833. (603) 828-9039, 
stoxnard@gmail.com., www.paradoxconnemaras.com 

SOUTH RIDGE CONNEMARAS. Kimberly 
Sterl. 148 Deer Hill Rd., Brentwood, NH 03833. (603) 493-
3921. srfponies@gmail.com. www.SouthRidgeConnemaras.
com South Ridge Aidan S 668 XXXIX.

TROUT RANCH CONNEMARAS. Scott 
McGuffin and Linda Haines, 149 Shaw Road, Northfield, NH 03276. 
(603) 387-0157. troutranch@metrocast.net

 REGION II ( NJ, NY, PA)

CATSKILL CONNEMARAS.  Heather Magnan 
and Pat Norton-White, 33 Frisbee Rd., East Meredith, NY 13757. 
678-278-5256. www.catskillconnemaras.com. hrmagnan@gmail.
com Blue Rock Fintan, S 1975 LII 

KYNYNMONT CONNEMARAS.  Pam 
Liddell, 175 River Hill Road, Conestoga, PA 17516. (717) 872-9728. 
liddellpam@hotmail.com 

TRIPLE CREEK FARM. Mary Lou Thall, Winfield, 
NY 13491. (315) 855-7878. tricreek@hotmail.com, www.tricreek.org 
Tricreek Greystone Connor S 718 XLII, Tricreek Greystone Riley S 
717 XLII

REGION III (MD, DC, DE, VA, WV, NC)

BALMULLO FARM. Donna Duckworth, 6494 Charles 
City Road, Richmond, VA 23231. (804)507-0269 or (352) 538-0125. 
balmullofarm@gmail.com www.balmullofarm.com  Foothills Field 
Marshall S 1931 XLVIII

GLENDALE FARM.  Deb and David Norman, 
1318 Old Charles Town Road, Berryville, VA 22611-1914.  (540) 
955-1995 or cell 225-921-6810. deb@glendalefarm.com  www.
glendalefarmconnemaras.com. Purebreds and halfbreds. *Rattle ‘N 
Snap Laddie Boy S 685 XL,* Fernville Matchmaker S 1918 XLVI

GLENMEADOW CONNEMARAS. 
Margaret E. Long, 104 Water Pointe Court, Midlothian, VA 23112. 
(804) 380-1022. glenmeadowfarm@aol.com Day Star’s Royal 

Legacy S 2010 LVII

RIDGETOP CONNEMARAS. Walter and Marynell 
Eyles, PO Box 40, Middlebrook, VA 24459.  (540) 886-2239   lynneeyles@
gmail.com   Landgate Bluebeard S 577 XXXIV, *Kilfenora Windy Isles 
S 600 XXXV.

SYCAMORE RIDGE FARM.  Marilyn and Leslie 
Cheek, 9188 Lee’s Ridge Road, Warrenton, VA 20186-8659.  (540) 341-
7104, cell (540) 229-3471.  mzcheek@gmail.com  

THURMAN FARM. Barbara J. Byrd, PO Box 472, 
Berryville, VA 22611. Bjb1971@thurmanfarms.com  (540) 955-1215. 
(540) 931-2983.

TWIST OF FATE CONNEMARAS. Melissa and 
Ryan Mayo, 7992 Ohio River Road, Lesage, WV 25537. (304) 634-9203. 
tofph3@aol.com www.twistoffateeventing.com  Blackwing Goodnight 
Moon S 2002 LVI

TWO LEFT HANDS FARM. Donna Power/Yvonne 
Bach, 51 Hillcrest View Rd. Raphine, VA 24472. (804) 854-9129. tlhf@
netzero.net

REGION IV ( AL, FL, GA, MS, SC, TN)

BRAMBLERIDGE FARM.  Nancy Buchanan. 1953 
Bishop Rd., Luthersville, GA 30251. (678) 713-0750. brambleridgefarm@
gmail.com  

ELDERGLEN FARM. Jim and Nancy Kilcrease, PO Box 
260, Reddick, FL 32686. (352) 591-4331. elderglenfarm@yahoo.com, 
www.elderglenfarm.com   WH TopGun S1846 XLIV 

FADE TO GREY FARM. Megan Buchanan. 1750 Bishop 
Rd.,Luthersville, GA 30251.  (770) 833-5159. Fadetogreyfarm@gmail.
com  www.fadetogreyfarm.com *TBS Declan Pondi S 1959 LI, 

FARKLEBERRY FARM. Kate Denton, 61 Colonial 
Lake Dr., Camden, SC 29020. (803) 432-9850 or (803) 427-3472 
kdenton53@gmail.com

FOOTHILLS FARMS & PIEDMONT 
CONNEMARAS. Vanessa and Charlie Morgan, 738 County 
Rd. 114, Athens, TN 37303. (423) 744-9071 Text 423-506-6975. Breeding 
and Sales. Connemaras9@gmail.com,  www.connemaras.com  Balmullo’s 
Beacon, S 545 XXXI,  (frozen semen only) Tullymor’s Mountain Steel 
S 1979 LIII (Live Cover) 

HIDDEN CREEK HORSES.  Donna Miller, 12660 
Bethany Rd., Alpharetta, GA 30004-1059.  (678) 491-0717. donna@
hiddencreekhorses.com www.hiddencreekhorses.com *Coud Poker 
Tartifume S 2004 LVI Fresh cooled for AI, *ArdCeltic Art S 1766 XLIII 
- frozen semen, private treaty.

KEAHEY CONNEMARA FARM. Julie Keahey. 
1733 N. Fletcher Ave., Fernandina Beach, FL 32034  (970) 581-6120 
keahey.julie@gmail.com   Ceili Mosi oa Tunya S 1905 XLV
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STARTING POINT FARM. Phil and Melissa Town. 
811 Bear Creek Road, Moreland, GA 30259. (4040433-7444. irishjump@
gmail.com  Sparrow’s Zeus HBS 

TANYDERI FARM. Sally, Michael, Margo, Maya, and Nora 
Goldfarb. 3030 Old Hillsboro Rd., Franklin, TN 37064. (615) 591-2562. 
tanyderi@bellsouth.net

TIR NA N’OG RANCH/SHAMMER 
CONNEMARAS .  Maureen Loughman Abel, 24 NE 
325th Trail, Okeechobee, FL 34972.  (863) 467-5377. mloughman@
embarqmail.com .

REGION V (IL, IN, KY, MI, OH)

HEART AND HORIZON. Bonnie Reid and David 
Wittmer. 1000 Fords Mill Rd., Versailles, KY 40383. 859-312-4971. 
mixedbordersky@gmail.com  Young Stock Available.

ONALARK FARM. Martha Slamer, 10242 Rocky Road, 
Middletown, OH 45042. (937) 689-9406. marthas@fairpoint.net Trained 
Ponies and Pony Training Available.

RIVERFRONT FARM LLC. Thomas and Fonda 
Eigel. 1646 Cook Rd., Cynthiana, KY 41031. 859-576-4027. 859-983-
9410. Summerresort3@gmail.com  *Rosemont’s Irish Abbey. Boarding, 
Breeding, Foaling, Breaking and Training.

SLIPPERY ELM SHOOT FARM.  Tim and Kathy 
Sparks, 5349 Slippery Elm Shoot Road, Unionville, IN 47468.  (812) 
988-2377, elmshootfarm@gmail.com. 

REGION VI (IA, MN, NE, ND, SD, WI)

DAYTON RIDGE FARM. Janet M. Johnson, 25310 
Spring Valley Lane, Richland Center, WI 53581. (608) 604-4840. jjay@
countryspeed.com www.daytonridgefarm.com   H.K.’s Danny Boy S 
700 XLI, Skyview’s Triton S 699 XLI

INLAND CONNEMARAS. Lisa Etzel and Larry Wied. 
27965 510th Ave., Kelley, IA 50134. (515) 291-6738, (608) 576-1076. www.
inlandconnemaras.com  inlandconnemaras@gmail.com *Patty’s Etoile 
de Paris S 1874 XLIV

REGION VII (AR, KS, LA, MO, IL, TX)

IRISH GATE FARM. Bob and Pattie Stalder, 10360 Lazy 
Creek Rd., Westmoreland, KS 66549 (785) 456-3278. www.Irishgatefarm.
com  backdoor@bluevalley.net. JEF Sir Lancelot S 676 XXXIX

JAB EQUINE CENTER & 
CONNEMARA FARM. Jill Barnes, 11150 South 
Highway M,  Stockton, MO 65785. Jabconnemaras@gmail.com 
417- 209-6772  Www.jabconnemaras.com JAB General Sherman 
registration pending.

REGION VIII ( CO, So. ID, MT, NM, UT WY)

JARRE CREEK CONNEMARAS. Kaye Hurley 
Lefkowicz. 3794 N. Stare Highway 67, Sedalia, CO. (303) 619-0433. 
grniedldy@gmail.com. Finn’s Irish Creame S 2526 XXXIII

KINGSWELL CONNEMARAS. Karen K. 
Laden, 12625 Halleluiah Trail, Elbert, CO 80106. (719) 495-3892. 
Karen@kingswellconnemaras.com  www.kingswellconnemaras.com  
*Smaragaid Cliff S 719 XLII

REGION IX (WA, OR, Alaska, No. ID)

EKBERG SPORTHORSES. 430 Mansperger Rd., 
Ellensburg, WA 98926. ekbergsporthorses.com *MLC Van Helsing 

REGION X (AZ, CA, HI, NV)

GATELY FARM.  Kathy Lucas, 10501 Randall Street, 
Orange Park Acres, CA 92869.  (714) 538-5656, fax (714) 538-5561. 
gatelyfarm@gmail,com  , *Sydserff Avalon S 679 XL  *Castle Monarch 
S 1952 L.

HEAVEN’S RIDGE. Dennis and Pam Blaha. 9625 N. 
36th St., Phoenix, AZ 85028. (602)  953-2272. pamblaha@hotmail.com. 
Bear Creek’s Croagh Patrick S 534 XXXI, Heaven’s Ridge Tiarnan 
Donal S 692 XLI.

ROSEWOOD FARM. Alan and Darian Hall, 1340 
Sanders Rd., Windsor, CA 95492. (707) 481-0728 darianhall1340@
gmail.com

Advertise with us.....
A Note to all Members/Advertisers: Prices are based on 
camera-ready ads (defined as fully composed and 
ready to be put into place). PC files only. Prefer PDF,  
WORD, or  Microsoft Publisher....all for PCs. High 
resolution photos/ads (all at least 300 dpi) should be 
sent to americanconnemara@gmail.com
The magazine is not responsible for content of ads.
Single Issue

Full Page (7 1/16 x 9 1/2 inches)..........$200 
Bleed dimensions ...page size 8 1/2 x 11 - no 

extra charge. Images that go to trim should extend 
.125” past trim. Any type should be .25” inside trim.

Half Page (7 1/16 x 4 3/4 inches).........$100 
1/4 Page (3 3/8 x 4 5/8 inches)...........$60 
Business Card (2 x 3 1/2)...................$25
Reserved location, other than above.....$50 

Packages                                                      
Six Issue Package-------Full Page........$900 
Six Issue Package------Half Page.........$450   
Six Issue Package---Business Card.......$150       
Three Issue Package---Full Page..........$450            
Three Issue Package---Half Page....... .$250           
Farm Directory - Annual listing...........$100
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Halfbred
and Connemara Sport Horse

Issue
Jan/Feb 2022

Deadline: Dec. 10, 2021
Remember to pay your ACPS 2022 
membership to receive the issue!
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Transfers New ACPS Members

Transfer Procedures
The seller is responsible for filling in the blanks on the reverse 
side of the registration certificate with the new owner’s name 
and address and date of sale

The seller sends the certificate to the ACPS office with the 
transfer fee ($25 within 30 days of sale o r $35 after that time) .

The Secretary will record the transfer and send the original 
certificate to the new owner.

Each pony gets ONE lifetime certificate. A new certificate is 
NOT printed after each transfer.

Please do not lose the certificate. 

New Farm Prefix Registration
Big Bear Farm - Leigh Ellen Ertle, 1055 Butts Mill Road, 
Pine Mountain, GA 31822
Prefix: Big Bear

Clarecastle Connemaras - Melissa Myers and William D. 
Myers, DVM, 31303 Palm Drive, Exeter, CA 93221
Prefix: Clarecastle

Starting Point Farm, - Phil and Melissa Hyde-Town, 811 
Bear Creek Road, Moreland, GA 30259.
Prefix: SPF

Tanzen Willow Farm - Ken and Many Campbell, 23255 
Johanson Ave., Poulsbo, WA  98370.
Prefix: Tanzen

ACPS New Members (August 16 – October 7)

Region 1
Lisa Cook

Mikaelah Tracy
Michelle Wollmershauser

Region 2
Breanna Jewell

Region 3
Randall Wiseman Carty

Mary Millhiser

Region 7
Jessie Chapline

Region 8
Susan Reed

Kimber McKay

Region 9
Kaarin Axelson

Region 10
Elizabeth Garcia
Nedra Vincent

M 3947 XLVI - JFL TAWNYMARA from Judy D’Arpa to 
Melissa Myers, 31303 Palm Dr., Exeter, CA 93221.

M 4035 XLVIII - DROGHEDA BENGAL CHUTNEY 
from Deanne Million to Katie Blore, 2974 208th St., 
Langley, B.C., Canada

HBG 2602 LIII - ARTHUR O’BRIEN from Nanch Hamill 
Winter to Brean Courney, 2297 Oakland Rd., Louisa, VA  
23093.

M 4554 LIV - APRIL OF LEDGEWOOD from the estate 
of Kathy Manyo to Janet M. Johnson 25310 Spring Valley 
Lane, Richland Center, WI 53581.

M 4586 LV - STONEY CREEK GRACE O’MALLEY 
fro Pheasant Ridge Farm LTD to Nicole Della Rocco, 500 
Ocean Ave. # 327, Revere, MA  02151.

HBG 2814 LVI - CINNABAR -from Amanda Smiley to 
Brielle Shea, 12R Granite St., Norwood, MA  02062.

HBM 2794 LVI - NORTHERN LADY OF TYRELLA from 
Susan and Brittany Goodhouse to Christine Ehlers, Boyce, 
VA

TFC M 6398 LVI - BALMULLO’S CELTIC HEART 
from Amanda Pierce to Renee Myers, 66 Sugarman Ave., 
Millville, NJ 08332.

G 2694 LVII - *MLC DON RUAIRI from Kim Denton 
to Judy Brescia, 14213 Purcellville Rd., Lovettsville, VA 
20180.

TFC S 6484 LVIII - FOOTHILLS CELTIC PARTY from 
Vanessa Morgan to Marion Caldwell, 805 Hughes Lane, 
Danville, IA 40422.

M 4683 LVIII- WPS AOIFE MAEVE from Cathy Snyder 
to Karen Boettcher and Cathy Snyder, 617 Willowb rook, 
Saginaw, MI 48638.

HBG 1328 LVIII - BRAMBLERIDGE PONDER THE 
TRUTH from Maddie Blackman to Lauren Parr/James 
Power, 3715 Falling GreenWay, Mt. Airy, MD 21771



52



53



54



55

*CASTLE MONARCH 
  By the Irish stallion Castle Comet out of the French mare, Orphee Schueracher  

Siring great American Connemaras 
Standing at Gately Farm Connemaras 

Kathryn Lucas 
Orange, CA        (714) 403-4343 
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 Stall

 POSTMASTER: Send address changes to American 
Connemara, PO Box 100, Middlebrook, VA 24459. 
Send all UAA to CFS. NON-POSTAL AND MILITARY 
FACILITIES: send address corrections to American 
Connemara, PO Box 100, Middlebrook, VA 24459.


