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CONNEMARA BOUTIQU E. 

Melanie Trimper at mmt328@yahoo.com; or visit us on 

Facebook Region-III -ConnemaraBoutique 

 

 

 

 

Summer Vibes  

Noble Ashley short sleeve sun shirt with UPF 50+ 

protection in Dragonfruit with CDIA logo. Sizes S, 

M, L, and XL in stock and ready to ship. $55.00  

Complete the look with a pair of Noble Peddies in 

watermelon. $9.00 
 
 

Show Season News 
 

 Upperville Colt and Horse Show 2021 
Submitted by Barb Sullivan 

 
 

   A small but lovely contingent of five purebred 

and four halfbred Connemara ponies assembled 

on June 13 to represent the breed at the famed 

Upperville Colt and Horse Show, joyfully 

resumed for 2021 after last yearôs hiatus. The 

judge for the Connemara classes was Michael 

Elmore of Santa Fe, New Mexico. The lush 

green Virginia countryside combined with light 

rain falling on and off to give the proceedings a 

real touch of Ireland.  

  The PB Connemara Breeding Championship 

honors went to Dazzling Nocturne, owned by 

Nancy Winter and handled by Hailey Gahan, 

with Reserve Championship going to Thurman 

Sileach, owned by Barbara Byrd and handled by 

Jordan DeButts. 

In the PB performance division, the 

Championship and the Susan DuPont McConnell 

Memorial Trophy went to Oakfields Jansen, 

owned by Hilary Gerhardt and ridden by 

Alexandra Van Der Woude. The HB 

performance championship went to Bright Star , 
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owned and ridden by Lynn Harrington. Full 

results are shown below.  

Congratulations to all for a wonderful 

Connemara division. Hopefully many more will 

join us next year! 

PB Connemara Mare – 3yrs/Over: 1. Dazzling 

Nocturne, o/Nancy Winter, h/Hailey Gahan; 2. 

Thurman Sileach, o/Barbara Byrd, h/Mary 

McMillen; 3. Thurman Munster Tulip, o/Barbara 

Byrd, h/Jordan DeButts 

PB Connemara Breeding Championship: 1. 

Dazzling Nocturne, o/Nancy Winter, h/Hailey 

Gahan; 2. Thurman Sileach, o/Barbara Byrd, 

h/Mary McMillen 

PB Connemara Hunter U/S: 1. Oakfields 

Jansen, o/Hilary Gerhardt, r/Alexandra Van Der 

Woude; 2. Darko Des Genets, o/r/Kristin 

Noggle; 3. Dazzling Nocturne, o/Nancy Winter, 

r/Hailer Gahan; 4. Thurman Munster Tulip, 

o/Barbara Byrd, h/Jordan DeButts; 5. Thurman 

Sileach, o/Barbara Byrd, h/Mary McMillen 

PB Connemara Hunter Hack:  1. Oakfields 

Jansen, o/Hilary Gerhardt, r/Alexandra Van Der 

Woude; 2. Thurman Munster Tulip, o/Barbara 

Byrd, h/Jordan DeButts; 3. Dazzling Nocturne, 

o/Nancy Winter, r/Hailer Gahan; 4. Thurman 

Sileach, o/Barbara Byrd, h/Mary McMillen; 5. 

Darko Des Genets, o/r/Kristin Noggle 

PB Connemara Hunter O/F: 1. Oakfields 

Jansen, o/Hilary Gerhardt, r/Alexandra Van Der 

Woude; 2. Dazzling Nocturne, o/Nancy Winter, 

r/Hailer Gahan; 3.Thurman Munster Tulip, 

o/Barbara Byrd, h/Jordan DeButts; 4. Darko Des 

Genets, o/r/Kristin Noggle; 5. Thurman Sileach, 

o/Barbara Byrd, h/Mary McMillen; 

PB Performance Champion: Oakfields Jansen, 

o/Hilary Gerhardt, r/Alexandra Van Der Woude 

HB Connemara Hunter U/S: 1. Bright Star, 

o/r/Lynn Harrington; 2. Morning Gloryôs Belle 

Fille, o/r/Janet Gunn; 3. Prize, o/Leah Hoffman, 

r/Jennifer Daly; 4. Devine Dream, o/r/Amy 

McNeely 

HB Connemara Hunter Hack: 1. Prize, o/Leah 

Hoffman, r/Jennifer Daly; 2. Bright Star, 

o/r/Lynn Harrington; 3. Morning Gloryôs Belle 

Fille, o/r/Janet Gunn 

HB Connemara O/F: 1. Bright Star, o/r/Lynn 

Harrington; 2. Morning Gloryôs Belle Fille, 

o/r/Janet Gunn; 3. Prize, o/Leah Hoffman, 

r/Jennifer Daly 

HB Performance Champion: Bright Star, 

o/r/Lynn Harrington 

 

 

Editorôs note: I found this on the facebook page 

of the Upperville show. I hope the link works!  

Way to go Barbara!  

Upperville Colt &  Horse 

Show·  

Barbara Byrd of Berryville, 

Virginia is a true ambassador for 

the Connemara. She took the 

time to talk to us about her 

favorite breed on Sunday at 

UCHS! 

https://www.facebook.com/Upp

ervilleHorseShow/videos/39026

7002373204 
 

 

 

Warrenton Pony Show: Connemara classes 

are the afternoon of Sunday, July 1. Come cheer 

on our poniesðthere is plenty of shade and 

chairs ringside because we are the last classes of 

the show and lots of other people have gone 

home. 
  

ACPS Region III Show July 31-August 1 at 

the Virginia Horse Center in Lexington, 

Virginia. The show prize list and entry form is 

posted on the ACPS website, if you did not 

see/get it earlier in a separate email.  Note that 

you need to mail your entries in to Suzanne 

Phelps by July 20, there are no post entries.  I 

asked her what we needed to do differently this 

year and here is what she told me: 

ñWe are requesting that all entries be 

mailed in, postmarked no later than July 

20. I just double-checked the USEF and 

VHC guidance as of today. Requesting 

pre-entries is consistent with the current 
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recommended best practices from the 

USEF. The Virginia Horse Center notes 

that online entries and payment by credit 

card are ñstrongly recommendedò. I do 

not have the capability to either process 

online entries or accept credit cards, so 

mail-in entries and checks are the best I 

can manage. In theory, I could accept 

having someone scan in their forms and 

send me a PDF, but I would not 

encourage that, as I often find the 

originals hard enough to decipher. And I 
still need the checks. ñ 

ñWe have always required 

preregistration for dressage and 

combined tests, and people manage that 

just fine. What is different from ñnormalò 

is requiring that for all the other classes. 

I have found that the participants who are 

shepherding groups of junior riders 

through the show (bless them!) are the 

ones most likely to have multiple last-

minute entries and/or drop-adds. And of 

course, adults also have wanted to drop 

or add classes depending on how things 

go in their early classes. Asking everyone 

for commitments in advance is a trade-off 

we are asking this year to move forward. 

Hopefully folks can accommodate this 

time around. The goal is to minimize 

direct interactions and having crowds 
hanging around the registration table. ñ 

   We can always use volunteers for small 

jobs and large. Contact Marynell or 

Suzanne Phelps to see what she needs in 

the way of helpers. 

 

 

 

Stork Reports  
 

 

Katie Pinner of Pinner Hill Farm sends news of a 

new purebred  filly born at the farm, Gallo’s 

Emerald Dreams (Willowôs Art of Kells x Cady 

OôDaly Clare) 

 

  

 

 

 
Not a newborn, but new to Oak Spring 

Equestrian and Shannen Sullivan Johnson is 

yearling gelding MFC Snickerdoodle (*Fiontar 

Mac Tire x MLC Belfast Elysium) 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Two Left Hands Farm has two new members of 

the herd, both half breds: 

First, Appendix QH Magical Thinking produced 

a ñmini-me,ò  buckskin filly by Foothills Field 

Marshall. Her name is Fairy Breeze. 

 

 
. 

 

The second addition is a gray colt named Dane’s 

Way by*Fernvillle Matchmaker  out of an ISH. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PONY TALES  
 

 

From Barb Sullivan : 

 

 
It has been a busy few months for me 

Aluinn  Wyatt.(HKôs Danny Boy x  

Aladdinôs Star Song) 

    We started off our show season and 

first show in working equitation in May.  

We decided to make the trip to Bulls Gap, 

Tennessee for the ERAHC Working 

Equitation Show #1.  This was a ñBò 

Rated show.  Talking about putting 

pressure on yourself.  Not only have I not 

shown in over 35 years but have never 

shown in Working Equitation.  I host the 

schooling shows and clinics at our farm; 

but do not show in them.  We made the 

trip with a few other friends which made 

the entire trip more fun.   We started off 

the weekend with a clinic on Friday with 

Nicole Chastain Price of California.  She 

is a ñSò judge and thought Wyatt was 

adorable.   I think Wyatt was a little tired 

from traveling, but did great.  Saturday 

was dressage ï I have never done a 

dressage test!  But we did it, nerves and 

all.  Sunday was the Ease of Handling 

(obstacles) which he seems to love.   A 

little piloting error, but we finished the 



course.  Happy tears and all!  We placed 

4th in dressage and 6th in ease of handling.  

We were tied for 6th overall but ended up 

7th.  It was not about the ribbon ï but that 

we came out and did our best.   

   May 22 we attended a working 

equitation schooling show hosted by 

Northern Virgina Working Equitation 

(NOVAWE) at Frying Pan Park in 

Northern Virgina.   It was hot, the gnats 

were out and the cicadas were buzzing.  

Wyatt was comfortable in his stall until it 

was his time for dressage.  Dressage test 

#2 went fantastic.  The obstacles went ok.  

I think Wyatt saw an invisible dragon 

somewhere on course going from obstacle 

8 to 9.  But we made it through the 

course.   When the scoring was complete, 

we placed 1st in dressage and 4th in EOH 

and ended up Reserve Champion.  Again, 

happy tears fell.   

   Show #3 was June 5 ï 6 at Frying Pan 

Park.  Again, the show was sponsored by 

ERAHC.  Wyatt loves his stall and fan.  It 

was hot that weekend, but he drank well 

and stayed hydrated.  Dressage came and 

went well. It was our turn for the EOH ï 

it was great.  He loved it and was licking 

and chewing through out the course.  

Again, happy tears came.  We ended up 

2nd in dressage and 4th in EOH for a final 

placing of 3rd.   This show was a 

qualifying show for the USAWE Region 

6 Championship being held in September 

in PA.  Guess what?? We qualified!! 

   To say I am happy with this pony is an 

understatement.  He is handling this 

whole show career like a champ.  He 

seems to take everything in stride.    We 

are learning so much together but most of 

all, having fun doing it.  He is gaining 

quite the fan club from the judges to the 

competitors.  I think I might have to put a 

lock on his stall at night.  Just kidding.  

To know that so many people love this 

pony and see his potential melts my 

hearté. I do not care if we ever place in 

another show.  Just to know that we have 

accomplished so many first together is 

enough to last me forever. 

 
 

 
Also from the expanding world of Working 

Equitation, a story from Elaine Meilahn 

 

On June 8, my 6yo. purebred Connemara gelding 

Lark (MLC Invictus ð by Morning Gloryôs 

Ilyushin out of TBF Eagan Tressa) and I 

attended a mounted clinic with Patrick King at 

Oak Spring Equestrian center in Lisbon, 

Maryland run by Barb Sullivan.  Barb and her 

daughter Shannen have 3 Connemaras and I 

bought Lark as a 2 year old from the them in 

2018, so it felt a bit like ógoing homeô to take 

Lark there. 

Patrick King provides training in classical 

dressage with a strong emphasis on natural 

horsemanship, having trained with Ray Hunt.  

He recently moved his base to Staunton, 

Virginia.   This was the first time I had ridden 

with him.  (His website is pkhorsemanship.com.) 

Patrick asked me what I wanted from the clinic 

and I answered that, while I had a very honest 

and obedient horse, we donôt have consistent 

connection.  After watching us warm up in the 

indoor arena, Patrick asked for a few simple 

movements including backing up and turns on 

the forehand.  It was obvious to all that, while 

Lark was managing to complete the movements, 



he held tension and was bracing slightly against 

the aids, resisting raising his back and moving 

into contact. 

The first thing Patrick wanted from Lark was for 

him to breathe.  Lark was tense and holding his 

breath so he had us walking in a circle.  When 

Lark is holding his breath it feels to me as 

though he is pushing against my seat and leg, 

rather than yielding to it.  Patrick explained that 

Iôm feeling a stiff, unbreathing diaphram and that 

without proper breathing rhythm, the rest of the 

body is also stiff.  He explained that the primary 

function of the aids is to release tension and until 

Lark could relax and release his poll and back, 

anything but very basic work would increase 

resistance. 

 
Patrick emphasized that every couple of strides I 

should release one rein and then the other to help 

release the back.  If the horse braces, give the 

outside rein briefly because he has to accept it 

before he can give me connection.  He had me do 

slight leg yields, using my seat, in and out on the 

circle to release the rib cage, all the while often 

giving the outside rein to help Lark rebalance 

through the top line.  He also had me alternately 

using an indirect inside rein, using just my 

fingers to request a softening of Larkôs jaw and, 

if I felt tension, to give the rein.   He had me 

doing shoulder fore and counter shoulder fore on 

the circle.  We worked at the walk and the trot, 

using change of rein through the circle to help 

release the rib cage.  It took what seemed like a 

very long time for Lark to begin to breathe 

normally and to lower his head and neck and 

raise his back, giving me a wonderful feeling of 

throughness without bracing.  The focus on 

breathing and acceptance using these exercises 

are now part of my regular warmup with Lark, 

and sometimes the whole session if necessary, 

and he is continuing to move with more freedom 

and acceptance of the aids.   

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Classified ads are FREE in the 

newsletter, can have pictures and 

as much text as you wish, just send 

copy to Kim Harrison: 

vaharrisons@verizon.net 

Send your pony tale news, too! 
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ACPS REGION III 

2019-2020 YEARLING 

FUTURITY NOMINATION 

FORM 
Name of 

Foal:_____________________________

__________________________ 

Birth date of foal_____________ 
Attach a copy of the Temporary Foal Certificate 

(TFC) for Purebreds, and Halfbred Colts of 2019 

Attach a copy of the Permanent Certificate for a 

Halfbred Filly of 2019 

Ownerôs Name and Mailing Address if different 

from that on the TFC. 

 

 

Email: 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_ 

 

Phone: 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

 

RULES: 
The $50 nomination fee must be paid by June 

30, 2021. 

After that date, the fee doubles to $100. 

To nominate 2019 Purebred and Halfbred foals 

for the 2020 Futurity, complete this form and 

mail it with a copy of the registration papers, and 

a check for $50 made out to ACPS Region III. 

Mail the envelope to Linda Trimper, 3277 Old 

Taneytown Road, Westminster, MD 21158-

2538. 

PLEASE NOTE: YOU MUST ALSO ENTER 

THE FUTURITY CLASSES AT THE REGION 

III SHOW AND PAY THE CLASS FEE. THE 

PRIZE MONEY WILL BE PAID TO THE 

WINNERS WITH THE LARGEST 

PERCENTAGE GOING TO THE WINNERS. 

 
 
 

Classified Ads 
 

 Merle-Smith Sporthorses offers:               
 

We are pleased to announce that this wonderful 

stallion is now available for stud services to the 

public in Spring 2021, by Merle-Smith 

Sporthorses. 

BSF Golden Snitch is a 14.2hh 2017 Connemara 

stallion by Tre Awain Goldsmith (Tre Awain 

Ginger Blue x Tre Awain Golden Lily [Tre 

Awain Roderick O'Connor]), out of BSF Indy Lu 

(Ballywhim An Luan x SHEC Legacy [JEF Sir 

Lancelot]). Should mature to 15hh. 
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   BALMULLO FARM OFFERS :  
   

   

Foothills Field Marshall, is available via fresh 

or frozen semen.  $1000  includes $200 booking 

fee.  balmullofarm@gmail.com 804-507-0269 

 

 

 

 
Foothillôs Field Marshall 

 

 

 

Wanted:  Side saddle; plantation ok; very old ok; 

buy or borrow.  balmullofarm@gmail.com .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GLENDALE FARM  OFFERS: 

Deb Norman debnorman@mindspring.com 

 

  We will once again stand Rattle 'n Snap 

Laddie Boy (Moy Hazy Cove x Castle Strange  

Sparrow). Stud fee is $800 which includes a 

$250booking fee 

 
 

 

 Also standing at Glendale Farm is *Fernville 

Matchmaker (Fredericksminde Hazy Match x 

Ross Castle Moya [Abbeyleix Owen]), imported 

from Ireland.  He is a 2006 14.2 grey pony with 

excellent bone and movement. Stud fee is $600    
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